n 2 
MO DD EU 
„ 
Preſpyterian Church-Worſhip, ? 
VINDICATED: I 
IL. E 1 
1 Qu E | 
F. L. A C. K 8 M I 7 H 


— 


By THOMAS VANCE. 55 


- - 


THE SECOND EDITION. 


N all Things : hold faft ab which is good: Speak ever, 285 | 1 
Man Truth with his Neighbour, for we are Members one * 1 
another, | Nx w TESTAMENT: N FE | 


7 1 1 
D UB LIM ͤ 


printed by WILLIAM SLEATER at Pope lad, * 1 
on Cork hy 1 „ 


5 7 +, wy 3 — ——_- 
— ——ů— . oF 4 
— : 4 — ied 
. * Gs Os a7 3 8 af 


/ 


4 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


N. ge x HOUGH the Pamphlet, to which 


J * the following LET TEA is an AN- 
TP. . 
| s WER, is as nave = ow been 
originally deſigned only for the Church 
K. of Scotland, uncommon Pains have 
been taken to ſpread it through this Kingdom®, 
and efpecially in the Northern Parts of it among 
the Preſbyterians there, The whole of it is written 
with ſo virulent a Spirit, and with ſo little Regard 


* 


to Truth and Candor, that it is hard to believe, 


what is confidently reported, that it has received 
great Countenance from Perſons, of diſtinguiſhed 
Eminence and Authority, in the Church. But 
whether this be ſo or not, it continues to be induſ- 


triouſly propagated, and great Uſe has been, and 
Fill is, Loire it, for expoling the Pre rerians 


and their Worſhip. It is not therefore to be won- 
dered at, if after having long barne theſe Inſults 


with Patience, One of that Denomination, thinks 


himſelf obliged to take ſome Notice of a Perfor- 
mance, which, becauſe it has hitherto been ne- 


| ee is pretended to be unanſwerable, If ay 


hing is ſaid in a Way of neceſſary Defence, whic 
may be diſagreeable to ſome Perſons, it muſt be laid 
to their Charge who, unprovoked, have endea- 


voured to inſult and expoſe thoſe, who were will- 


ing to be at Peace with them, 


| C Ireland. 
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\ HOUGH I do not belong to the Right 
Reverend and Right Honourable Claſs of 
Men, you have addreſſed, who ſeem, by 
their utter Negligence of your Epiſtle, to be far 
above your Inſtructions or Ridicule; Yet as I am 
a Lover of Truth, and a Friend to Liberty; and 
the Preſs being as free to me as to any Hammer Man 
in the Britiſh Dominions, I ſhall, without further 
Ceremony, {et about anſwering your Letter, ſo far 
as it deſerves any ſerious Notice; preſerving that 
Spirit of Meekneſs and of Decency which will not, 
J hope, be without its Uſe, in freeing a very reſ- 
pectable Part of the Community from that Duſt of 
your Manufactory, Mr. Blackſmith, with which 
you have ſo liberally beſmeared them. 
The whole of your Charge againſt the Church of 
Scotland and its Adherents, may be ſummed up in 
four Particularns. 5 | 
The firſt; relates to the publick Reading of the 
o Fi 
The ſecond, to Pſalmody. 


$- 
* 


Adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper. 

And the fourth, to Extemporary Prayer. | 
Upon each of theſe Heads, you have collected 
what you think exceptionable, inconvenient, and 
defective; and I hope with Impartiality to follow 
you in your Remarks, and to obviate your Charge. 

You firſt * ſubmit it to the ſerious Conſidera- 
tion of the Gentlemen of the Church of Scotland, 
| * Blackſmith's Letter, pages, 5th and 6th, Dub Edit. 

5 “„ Whether 


The third, to the Indecencies that attend the 


N N 


Whether a larger Portion of the Scriptures ſhould 


© not be read, every Lord's Day, in their public 
Aſſemblies, and you are, or pretend to be, at 
« a Loſs whether to aſcribe the Negligence of this 


c effential Part of their Service to the Pride of the 


<«« Clergy, or the Pervetſeneſs of the People, &c. 


I anſwer, that according to the Conſtitution of 


that Church, it is provided, that the Canonical 
Books of the Scriptures ſhould: be read over in Or- 
der; But ſuch as miniſter in holy Things, are not 
tied down to a certain Portion of them, in Exclu- 
ſion to the Reſt, nor are they obliged to ſubſtitute 
Apocryphal inſtead of Canonical Writings in their 
publick Service; but it is left to their Prudence 
and free Arbitration what, and how much, of the 
inſpired Books ſhall be read. Upon this Account 
the Cuſtom varies almoſt in every Church; ſome 
read whole Chapters without any Comment; others 


make a few pertinent Remarks, according as Paſ- 


ſages are more or leſs difficult; Others who are at 
more Pains. proceed in a regular Courſe of explain- 


ing a certain Number of Verſes, till in this Man- 


ner they go through all the ſacred Writings. I 
am inclinable to pay this Compliment, Sir; to your 


Knowledge of Antiquity, as to believe you are not 


ignorant, that this Method of Inſtruction took its 
Riſe very early in the Chriſtian Church;“ and 
where it hath been obſerved ſince the Reformation, 
as pretty generally it is among that People, and 
their Adherents, who are cenſured ſo ſeverely by 
you, it muſt be allowed that it hath tended exceed. 


ingly to the uſe of edifying; and it is quite natural 


We haye Reaſon to believe, our Lord himſelf uſed it as 
is pretty plain from (Luke iv. 19!) And in his Diſcourſe with 


the two Diſciples going to Emmars, Luke xxiv. 27. And if 
we may judge of the manner of teachiag uſed by ſome of the 


Fathers, [See the Works of Origen, Baſil and Auguſtin] by 


thoſe Diſcourſes that remain, it was chiefly expounding the 


Scriptures. - 
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that it ſhould have this Effect, as it gives the Au- 
dience a very clear View of what is read to them, 
and impreſſeth facred Truths more deeply upon 
the Mind. f 
And to the Honour of the Laity of the Church 
of Keotland, L ſhall mention it, as Paul commended 
the Bereans; they are more univerſally acquainted 
with the Scriptures, than the Laity of any other 
Church whatſoever, If, therefore from the Me- 
thods uſed among them, 'the ha er Toalbquen- 
ces have been and are produced; and if they are 
countenanced likewiſe: 6h the beſt Antiquity, what 
avails your Ridioule on the Pride of the W and 
Perverſeneſs of the People? 
As to your Manner of reaſoning, sir, againſt 
Pal it Expoſitions, that by them“ the Under- 
ſtandings of the Laity are put too much in the 
<« Power of the Clergy; and the Simple and Igno- 
rant are expoſed to: be ſeduced by the party 
„ Principles and whimſical Opinions of the Preach- 
6“ er, &c. I ſhall only obſerve that it holds 
equally good againſt ſermonizing of every Kind, 
and all Comments upon the Scriptures whatſoever. 
'Your next Charge againſt the Church of Scotland 
reſpedts. its Pſalmody®.: As to Praiſe, you ſay, 
they ſeem to ſtudy to give this: Part of their 
8 — as much the Air of Ruſticity and Con- 
6:6 God as poſſible Nothing to engage 
4 or S The Heart The Words obſolete and 
&« jow - the Verſification mean and barbarous — 
© the Muſic 'harſh and ill een And the 
«Poſture moſt in decent. . i 
As to the firſt Part of this 8 Accuſation, 
Wherein you aſſume what belongs only to the 
Searcher of Hearts, and characterize this ſolemn 
Service as a direct Contempt of God, between you 
and Him whoſe Province is uſurped, let it reſt. 1 
hope you will 'be brought to think more ſeriouſſy 
27 * Blackſmith's _— page 9. Cc. 4 
an 
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BLACK SMITH's LETTER. &#{" 
and juſtly of this important Matter, and to acknow- 
ledge that where there is not a Word uttered, or a 
Sound heard, there yet may be Melody harmo- 
nious and acceptable. ZE AER 3946072 

The Words, ſome of them, may be- obſolete 
and low®, but thoſe you condemn, are under no 
Neceſſity. of uſing theſe. ' Without the leaſt Cen- 
ſure, others may be, and by ſome are ſubſtituted 
in the Room of them; and if we may judge of the 


Elevation of the Heart, from the united Voices of 


the Performers, the Church of Scotland and its Ad- 
herents muſt ſecure our charitable Approbation. 
As Pſalmody makes up a very conſiderable Part 
of the Chriſtian's Devotions, there are very few; of 


that Denomination, who think it beneath them to 


ſing the Praiſes of the Almighty; arid, excepting in 
ſome remote country Congregatians, the Muſic ts 
far from being ill perform dd. 

As to the Poſture; where ſuch a Number join in 


ſinging, it would gr, more to Diſcord 


than to Harmony if they ſhould all perform ſtand- 
ing. When the Poſture is therefore of no Impor- 
tance what adds to the Harmony muſt be princi- 
pally attended to. But if any of the Preſbyterian 
Communion in Scotland, or any Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ter in England ar Ireland, or wherever this Perſua- 
ſion is embraced, chooſe ſtanding or even kneeling 
in this Service, he is at his Liberty, and may, un- 
reproved, uſe the manner moſt agreeable to him- 
ſelf. I ſhall only add, that in the few Paſſages where 
this Service is mentioned in the Net Teſtament, 
there is as much Countenance given to the Sitting 


* The Verſion this Writer refers to as commonly made uſe 
of in Scotland, has not more obſolete Words, nor indeed ſo 
many as that of Sternhold and Hopkins, which, for à long Fime 
was generally made Uſe of in the Churches both of England, 
and Ireland. and ſtill is uſed in many Places; Nor is therg any 
better Verſion as yet appointed by the publick Authority to be 
univerſally uſed. And if Perſons are at Liberty to tſe other 


Verſions in the one Church, they are ſo in the Other. 


8 ANSWER TO THE 
as to an erect or any other Poſture: Thus while 1 
our bleſſed Saviour ſat. with his Diſciples admini- 4 

tring and inſtituting the ſolemn Sacrament of the xl 

Supper, before they ſeparated, we are told“, and 7 
e have Reaſon to believe it was before they roſe 
from the Table, (for there is no mention made of 
their changing their Poſture) they ſung an Hymn or 
But your rincipal Outcry $, Mr. Blackſmith, 
is againſt the Indecencies and Follies that at- 
tend the Adminiſtration of our Lord's Supper. 
« You defy Italy with all its Superſtition to pro- 
t duce a Scene better fitted to raiſe Pity and Re- 
% gret in a religious, humane and underſtanding 
Heart; or to afford an ampler Field for Ridi- 
e cule to the Careleſs and Profane, than what they 
e call a Field-preaching upon one of thoſe Oeca- 
“ ſions.” — And, in which of theſe Claſſes you have 
ranked yourſelf, it requires no great Sagacity to = 
diſcover. : For here it is that your Ridicule puts 3 
on its keeneſt Edge; and your Wit and Invention | 
equally vie with each :other. ' 1: E 
ill not ſay that the Charge you bring in eve 
Part is injurious and unjuſt: But this may confi- 
dently be affirmed; that, as it is general and indiſ- 
criminate, and as far as it ſtrikes at the Conſtituti- 
on of the Church of Scotland, it muſt come under 
mie 2: 1. 147 ene £507 
71, Forthe Benefit of thoſe who are in a great Mea- 
_-ſare--/Strangers-to the Uſages of: this Church, re- 
ſpecting the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, it is 
neceſſary to obſerve, that ever ſince the Reæforma- 
tion Communicants in it have been very numerous. 
This, which is neither a Fault nor an Indecency, 
neceſſarily occaſions a Labour extraordinary, to 
which no one Man's Abilities can be ſuppoſed 

_ equal; The neighbouring | Miniſters therefore 
Mat. Xvi. 90, and Mark xiv.. 26, ” 

$_ Blackſmith's Letter, ps» 11, &c. 
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whoſe Aſſiſtance is required, ſometimes draw after 
them a Number from their reſpective Churches, 
who may chooſe to put themſelves to a little 
Trouble rather than to enjoy at Home a ſilent 
Sabbath, or perhaps be obliged to attend Miniſtra- 
tions from which they could not expect ſuch Profit. 
But it is worthy of our Notice, that if any of the 
ſober Part from the neighbouring Pariſhes attend 
with a Deſign to join in the Participation of the 
Memorials of our Saviour's Paſſion, they cannor 
be admitted, unleſs properly atteſted from the Mi- 
niſters or Officers of the Churches to which they 
belong. This is not indecent, but deſireably re- 
gular : If they are Spectators only and do not com- 
municate, this can be no Detriment, but an In- 
citement rather, to the Devotion of thoſe that are 
more ſolemnly engaged. f 

And it may be juſtly ſaid, that the whole Work, 
as far as it regards the regular Members, is con- 
ducted with as much Decency and as little Share 
of Confuſion, as could well be expected where 
ſuch Numbers have a Right to be admitted, and 
cannot, merely to avoid a little Inconveniency, be 
excluded. and eee e n 
ut it muſt be allowed, that while ſome from the 
beſt and pureſt Motives are led to ſuch Ordinances, 
others of the meaner Claſs, and who ſeldom act 
from any worthy Principle, aſſemble with them 
likewiſe; many of theſe are hardened Wretches, 
who inſtead of being affected with the ſolemn Gra- 
vity around them, ſeem to rejoice in ſuch Oppor- 
tunities of ſhewing themſelves ten Times more the 
"Servants of the Devil. nnr 
If then, Sir, there have been Indecencies obſerve. 
able in any particular Churches, among thoſe 
you would cenſure, they were, without Doubt, 
principally occaſioned by the Indifcretions of un- 
worthy Spectators Who croud to ſuch Solemnities, - 
and who cannot be reſtrained from doing lo, unleſs, 


N ** 
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Mr. Blackſmith, you who ſeem to have the Good 
of that Church greatly at Heart, would pleaſe to 
ſolicit for Letters Patents to make Bolts and Fet- 
ters to bind at Home the irregular Rabble. But 
while a mixed Multitude is permitted, where many 
convene of various Denominations, who neither 
fear God, nor honour the Legiſlative Power, it is 
not to be expected but that there ſnould be Inſtan- 
ces of Folly and Impiety to caſt a melancholly 
Shade over ſuch Solemnities. 
This however I dare affirm, that of all the re- 
formed Churches, there are none more careful, 
with reſpect to their regular Members, than that 
which your Satyr would bring a Reproach on. 
No Perſons can be admitted to its Privileges, with- 
out giving ſufficient Evidence both of their Know- 
ledge as to the Principles of Chriftianity, and of 
their moral Character: If the leaſt Stain hath in- 
vaded this latter, they are obliged to give the fellow 
Members of their Community full Satisfaction, 
either of their Innocence or of their Repentance, 
before they are permitted to receive the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper. And in Truth, ſuch Care 
is taken to preſerve a pure Church, by continual 
Inſpection and Enquiry, as deſerves the Applauſe 
1 and Imitation of all who lay Claim to the Charac- 
| ter of reformed*. Some may have fallen away from 
| their religious Profeſſion, and in certain Places the 
ſtrictneſs of Diſcipline may be relaxed; but among 
all Denominations of Chriſtiaus there is nothing 
new or ſingular in this; and would it not be very 
wrong to bring an Odium upon a Body of Men for 
the Indiſcretions of Individuals? Juſt as the Ca- 
If were diſpoſed, like this Writer, to caſt indiſcriminate 
Refleftions on large Churches and Bodies of Men, how eaſy 
would it be to recriminate, and to produce the Teflimony of a 
Church, on many Accounts very reſpectable, which yet ac- 
knowledges and laments the want of à Godly Diſcipline But 


the Church of Scotland ſtands in no need of being commended 
at the Expence of any Other. : 


viller 
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viller at our moſt noble Brizi/h Conſtitution would 
deſerve to be deſpiſed, whoſe Malevolence would 


ſhade its Luſtre, becauſe Miſcreants have attempt- 


ed to diſturb its Tranquility. $702 
But, Mr. Blackſmith, if all the Wicked of the 


Earth ſhould join together, and be aided with all 


that your vilifying Genius could ſuggeſt, to render 
a ſacred Solemnity ridiculous, this muſt not, and 
with the ſolid Reaſoners and juſt Thinkers among 
our Readers, will not, bring any Reproach upon 
the ſober and ſerious Part, who form the Body, 
as in Truth they are by far the Majority, of Preſ- 
byterians or Proteſtant Diſſenters. Thoſe who have 
in the leaſt incurred your Cenfure will, I hope, be 
taught by you, (for we may take a Hint even from 
an Enemy) for the future to enter into ſuch pru- 


dential Schemes as may ſecure them from every 


Thing indecent or irregular. And it is the pecu- 
liar Happineſs 'of the Church of Scotland and its 


Adherents, that this can be effected without the 
Interpoſition of nod, Afembly, or Convocation. 


It is difficult, Sir, for the Friends of Piety to 
comprehend. what you mean by our idle Days, 
„in Scotland,“ and your Diſcourſe equally idle 


about them, and Calculations upon them. But if 
by theſe are meant Days of Solemn Humiliation or 


Thankſgiving, your Invectives are not only unjuſt 
but impious. All the ſerious part of your Rea- 
ders will allow very readily, that theſe kind of Ap- 
pointments are not over frequent in Scotland or 
among Proteſtant Diſſenters; nor could they be 


leſs frequent without injuring the Cauſe of true 


Religion. Chriſtianity requires that a Man ſhould 
examine himſelf befote he eat of that Bread, or drink 
of that Cup; but if no previous Opportunity be 
allowed for this Purpoſe how ſhall it be performed? 
Vou have ſhewed by your Arithmetical Capacity, 
* Blackſmith's Letter, pages 14, 15, &c. | : 


; 
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what an immenſe Sum theſe Days, few as they are, 
muſt coſt Scotland through the Year | ; but with as 
much Propriety you might have proceeded in your 
Calculation, and have ſtruck at once at the Root 


of all Piety by reaſoning in this Manner; Every. 


« Man whoſe Regards to Religion and its Exer- 
te ciſes are ſincere, and who wiſhes that his Soul 
<«<. may proſper, employs, we ſhall only ſay, one 
© half Hour every Day in the Service of his Maker, 
„ in Prayer or Meditation; this, in the annual 
« Revolution, to each Individual who thus em- 
« ploys himfelf,, amounts to no lefs than ſeven 
% Days, fourteen Hours, and an half; conſidered 
e in a political Light. How hurtful therefore muſt 
« private Piety be? We ſhall ſuppoſe that of the 


* 


„Millions, who are Subjects of Great Britain, 


e only ten Thouſand, one with another, do de- 
vote ſo much Time every Day to ſacred Purpo- 
* ſes; this will amount to Seventy-ſix Thouſand 


% and Forty-one Days, ſixteen Hours; and ſup- 


« poſing each of them could earn at the Rate of 


4% Six pence a Day, this will coſt the Nation at 


+ Jeaſt one Thouſand nine Hundred and one 
Pounds and Six-pence, Sterling a Year; an im- 
6 menſe Sum, you will ſay, for the Service of 
„ God? and what Profit is there, if we bow the 
« Knee before him? The Reaſoning, Sir, is quite 
parallel; the Intereſts of God and Religion are 
equally concerned in both Caſes, only in this Lat- 
ter the Impiety is more apparent. 
As for the Order and Oratory ſo much ridiculed 
I ſhall only obſerve, that they have hitherto been 
rhe Subjects of Admiration not of Contempt; and 
that while the greazz/t have reaped the moſt conſi- 

'} The- Black/mith did not conſider, that if there was any 
Thing in theſe Invectives, they would bear much harder upon 
the Churches of England and Ireland, than on that of Scotland, 


fince the Number of Days preſcribed to be religiouſly obſerv- 
ed are vaſtly more numerous in the former than in the latter. 


derable 
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derable Advantages, the meaneſt have not gone empty 
away. Perſons of almoſt every Perſuaſion can 
bear Teſtimony to this. An eminent Prelate,® 
the moſt eminent of his Time, confeſſed himſelf ſo 
ſtruck with the Solemnity and Decency of ſuch 
Adminiſtrations, that he deſired Communion, and 
was admitted by the celebrated Doctor Owens. 
The next and laſt Labour ＋ of your Ridicule 
4 is pointed at publick Prayer as performed in the 
N Church of Scotland. The Purity and Peace of 
5 « which Church, you alledge, would be greatly 
N « promoted by the Compoſition and Eſtabliſhment 
« of ſome devour Liturgy, or Form of Prayer for 
c publick Worſhip.” And in Favour of theſe ſtat- 
ed Forms you roundly aſſert, that © the Profeſſors 
of all Religions under the Sun, have uſed this 
« Manner of Worſhip, Greeks and Romans, the 
« Magi and Mahometans, Fews and Chriſtians 
"4 c have all agreed in this Practice. Particular! 
f e you affirm very confidently © that the Chriſtian 
Church univerſally uſed it till the fifteenth Cen- 
« tury &: and you alledge, © that if the univerſal 
« Conſent and Opinion of Mankind is a conclu- 
« five Argument, when applied to the firſt and 
« greateſt Article of Religion, the Exiſtence of 
« God, it muſt be ſo too with reſpect to the beſt 
[- « and fitteſt Way of Worſhiping him.“ ©. 
1 | Before I enter into the Merits of this Argument, 
1 I muſt beg to be heard a little, as to my own pri- 
vate * of Prayer, and its Requiſites. If 


I} ve underſtand the Nature of Prayer, Diſputes. 
| about the Manner of offering up our Addreſſes, 
i will be the more eaſily adjuſted. 

1 The Nature of this ſolemn Duty, I apprehend, 

\ may be expreſſed in few Words, It is a lifting up 

| SEN 0s of 


* Archbiſhop Ufer. | 
+ Blackſmith's Letter, pages 20, 21. 


$ The Author of the Blackſmith's Letter, in this, and ſe- 
; yeral other Inſtances, bas ſhewed little Regard to the Rule 
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= ANSWER: TO FHE 
of the Mind towards God, the Fountain of all 
Good, with humble Requeſts for ſuch Things as 
we want or ſtand in need of, and are agreeable to 
the Will of God, who, by all that profeſs them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, is to be addreſſed in the Name of 
the Lord Jeſus, with a general or particular Con- 
feſſion of Sins, and thankful Acknowledgments 
for the continual and merciful Supplies of his 
Providence and Grace; ſhewing the Senſe of our 
Minds either in the Language of the Heart, or in 
the Expreſſion of this Language by proper Words. 
This, I think, is a juſt Deſcription of Prayer; 
and if we apply the Debates about the Manner of 
Worſhip to any Part of it, I think they muſt ap- 
py very frivolous. Who dare ſay that ſtated 
orms are ſo abſolutely and eſſentially neceſſary 
to the due Performance of this Duty, as that with- 
out them there can be no Acceptance? And on 
the other Hand, would it be leſs Preſumption to 
exclude from the favourable Regards of the Deity 
all ſtated Forms of Devotion ? Upon this Account 
we ſhould be very cautious of condemning thoſe 
of either Party, who differ from us in this Matter; 
for it muſt be granted that though we may diſagree 
in the Manner of offering up our Addreſſes, yet 
the Spirit of Devotion may not be wanting in 
which ever way we chooſe. | 


Decorum in Writing. For though he does the Black/miths in 
Scotland the Honour to ſuppoſe them to have more Learning 
than the Blachſinitbs of other Nations, yet I think it is too 
much to ſuppoſe him, as he doe:, well acquainted with the 
Cuſtoms and Modes of Worſhip, of the antient Greeks and Ro- 
mans, and of the Magi and Mahometans, of the Chriſtian Church 
in all Ages, and of the Profeſſors of all Religions under the 
Sun. This certainly requires a more univerſal Reading and 
Knowledge than a Se/den or a Gretius could boaſt of. And to 
introduce a Black/mith pronouncing ſo confidently concerning 


all Nations and Religions, is completely ridiculous; unleſs it 
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be intended to infinuate that this Blachſmiih has an uncommon 
Share of that Confidence which is generally an Attendant on 


Ignorance. 2 
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"BLACKSMIT Hs LETFER. us 
The Experiences of many valuable and ſincere 
Chriſtians on both Sides of the Queſtion, prove 
the Truth of this; while they evidently ſhew the 
Raſhneſs and Folly of the blind Cenſurer. What 
are Forms or Modes of Worſhip, when compared 
with the. Graces of Faith, Love, Humility, Since- 
rity, Contrition, Reſignation, and thoſe ho'y De- 
fires, and devout Affections, which are the Life 
and Soul of Prayer? As for thoſe, therefore, who 
join with you, Mr. Blackſmith, in ſpeaking diſre- 
ſpectfully ofthe Manner uſed by the Church of Scor- 
land, and it's Adherents, calling it Cant, Jargon, 
blaſphemous Effuſions, Preſbyterian Inſpiration, and 
the like. let all who would deſire to act as Chriſtians 
pity and pray for you, but let them beware of imi- 
tating a Rudeneſs, ſo inconſiſtent with all the Rules 
of Religion and Charity, as well as good Manners. 
I ſhall now enter upon this diſagreeable Argu- 


ment, but it ſhall be in the Spirit of Meekneſs, and 


ſo. as not, deſignedly, to give Offence to any who, 
in'their Worſhip make uſe of precompoſed Forms ; 


7 


and as what ] write is intended to be of general 


Service to all who can think or judge of this Sub- 


ject, my Remarks ſhall be brief, and plain as poſſible. 
Your firſt Argument as already laid down, is 
taken from the univerſal Conſent and Practice of 


Mankind, which, as you alledge, © if it be fitly 


applied to the Proof of the firſt and greateſt Ar- 
« ticle of Religion, the Exiſtence of God, muſt be 
% equally concluſive, with reſpect to the beſt, and 
„ fitteſt Way of worſhiping him.” I anſwer, that 
though the univerſal Conſent of Nations, even the 
molt barbarous, is a ſtrong preſumptive Evidence, 


in Favour of this Propoſition, that there is a God, 


yet their 1dolatrous or ſuperſtitious Manner, of wor- 
ſhipping. Him, can never be brought in as a pro- 
per Model for our Services, who are, in the Diſ- 
penſation of the Goſpel of his Son, taught to wor- 
Ship him in Spirit and in Truth. In this Matter, 
therefore, the Practices of the Greeks and Romans, 
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the Magi and Mahometans, cannot be of the leaſt 
Advantage to the Arguments for ſtated Forms, 

But you alledge * that © God himſelf preſcrib- 
* ed this Way of Worſhip to the Fb that our 
© Saviour honoured and ſanctifie 
* ſence and Practice, and authorized it by his 
% Command.” | 5 

If theſe Things are ſo, thoſe who pray without 

ſtated Forms are wrong indeed; but they muſt be 
made appear before we yield up our Liberty in the 
free way of Worſhip. With reſpect to the Jews, 
it would help ſpeedily to determine the Debate, if 
the Books or Chapters of the Old Teftament were 


paige out, that contained the Jewiſh or Hebrew 


iturgy. But though Joſephus, their eminent Hiſ- 
torian, hath given us an Account of that which 
was compoſed by Ezra, who was the firit of the 
Order of the Scribes, and though the learned and 
laborious Doctor Lightfoor, hath happily retrieved 
one for us out of the Fewti/h Rabbins; yet as I do 
not find them in my Bible, nor countenanced by 
the ſure Word of Prophecy, I muſt, as to my own 
Opinion, be greatly influenced by the Declaration 


of him, who particulariy end the Scribes and 


Phariſees, who were more than ordinary zealous for 


the Traditions of the Fathers, ſaid unto them, In 


vain do ye worſhip me, teaching for Doctrines the 

Commandments of Men. 5 
It is granted that in ſome particular Caſes, and 

under certain Circumſtances, Petitions and Ac- 


knowledgments to this or the other Fon! er or 
ibe 


perhaps à Form of Bleſſing were preſcribed, which 
es to Individuals in theſe Circumſtances; 
but it cannot in the leaſt affect our Argument, un- 


leſs an univerſal invariable Form, ſuch as was to 


ſuit Perſons of every Age, and of every State, and 
ſuch as was uſed by all the great and good Men 
under the Old Teſtament Diſpenſation, in their 
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publick Worſhip can be pointed out; the Abettors 
of Liturgies do nothing to the Purpoſe, unleſs ſome- 
thing like this be produced. 

We need only conſult the Hiſtory of the Oſd J eſta- 
ment Worthies to conclude, that they all walked 
by Faith, and ſerved God in their own Way. As 
to our firſt Parents, they prayed it is certain, hut 
it would be a ridiculous Fancy to ſay, that it was 
by Form. 

Lowly they bow'd adoring, and began 

Their Oriſons, each Morning duly paid 

In various Stile, for neither various Stile 

Nor holy Rapture wanted they to praiſe 

Their Maker, in fit Strains 3 or ſung 
VDsmeditated.“ 

By Faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent 
Sacrifice than Cain, God teſtifying of his Gifts. Enoch 
walked with God, and had this Teſtimony that he 

leaſed him; in his Days, and probably influenced 
by his Example, Men began to call upon the Name 
of the Lord; or to be called by the Name of the Lord; 
to be diſtinguiſhed as Men of Piety. 

Noah preſerving his Integrity, and the Worſhip 
of God in its Purity, when the old World was con- 
demned, found Grace in the Eyes of the Lord. 

Abraham lookin for a City, which hath Foun- 
dations, whoſe Builder and Maker is God, obtained 
the Character of he Friend of God, and Father of 


- the Faithful. Wherever he pitched his Tent, there 


he built an Altar and called on the Name of the Lord. 
Iſaac, in the Fields, poured forth his ardent 


Wiſhes; while the Servant of his Father is no leſs 


importunate at the Side of a Well. N 
Hacob, like a Prince, wreſtled with God, and 
prevailed, | 
But to ſu ppoſe, that theſe Patriarchs, or any of 
them, eats ped God by Form, or wreſtled with 


him in the aas of the Night, and till the 


Dawning 
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ſition of David for his People, when the deſtroy- 
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Dawning of the Morning, out of a precompoſed 


Liturgy, would be an Affront to common Senſe. 


And thus we ſee from the earlieſt Hiſtory of God's 
Church, how groundleſs that Aſſertion is, © that 
« the preſent extempore Way of Worſhip uſed by 
% Preſbyters and others, is contrary to the Prac- 
« tice and Opinion of all Mankind, in all Ages*,” 


and how little, Sir, we are to „ ty upon your 


Candor and Ingenuity, who can aſſert ſuch Things. 
If we continue our Enquiries, and conſider the 
Character and Practices of Melchizedec, Job, Moſes, 
Value David, Daniel, and of all who, in fervent 
rayer, have ſtood before God, we ſhall find them 
preſerving the ſame Method of Addreſs, pouring 
forth their Hearts in free Prayer, ſuch as the Spi- 
Tit of God, and their various Circumſtances dictat- 
ed. We do not find Joſhua for Example, making 
uſe of the Words of Moſes, though their Situation 
was in many Reſpects parallel; and tho? we might 
reaſonably expect, that this great Follower of ſo 
great a Maſter, if it had been moſt agreeable to the 
divine Will, would have done ſo. Nor do we find 
Duvid fettered by any Form in his Devotions; nor 
Daniel and the Prophets confined to the devotional 


Exerciſes of David. 


Aoſes is often repreſented to us as a powerful In- 
terceſſor for the People of 1/rael; and one particu- 
lar Inſtance is mentioned, wherein his Hands were 


ſtretched forth in earneſt Prayer, upheld by Aaron 


and Hur, through a bloody Day, till the going 
down of the Sun. We have likewiſe the Prophet 
Elijah, ſpeedily deciding the Controverſy between 
him and the Prieſts of Baal, by extempore Prayer. 
We have him reſtoring the Widow's Son of Zare- 


_ phath to Life in the ſame Manner. A like Inſtance 


is recorded of Eliſha his eminent Succeſſor. 
We have the moſt noble and generous Interpo- 
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ing Angel was making ſuch alarming and dreadful 
Devaſtations. | 

We have the Record of Hezekiah's Succeſs againſt 
the formidable Agyrian Invaſion, by the fame 


Means; and of his Deliverance from a private Af- 


fliction, when he turned his Face to the Wall, and 
prayed unto che I.ord, and he had this comfortable 
and ſpeedy Anſwer, I have heard thy Prayer, I have 


feen thy Tears, behold Iwill heal thee. 


We have an Inſtance no leſs ſtriking in Manaſſeh, 
who humbled himſelf greatly in his Affliction, and 


the Lord was entreated of him. The ſame may be 


obſerved of Jonah and the Mariners, they neither 
had nor uſed a Form; which, in that Prophet's par- 
ticular Situation, would be abſurd to think of. 

After the Eſtabliſhment of the Temple Worſhip, 
it cannot be ſaid, any more than of the Period pre- 
ceding, that free Prayer was reſtrained : We have 
many Inſtances to the contrary; and the very 
Prayer of Solomon at the Dedication of it, throws 
ſo much Light upon this Argument, that it is wor- 


thy of our ſtricteſt Notice. Such a Variety of 


Caſes, are. put, wherein it 1s proper for Men to 
offer up their free and unpreſcribed Addreſſes that 
all, who duly conſider it, muſt be ſatisfied in this 
Matter. V any Man, ſays he, treſpaſs againſt his 
Neighbour, then hear thou- in Heaven, and do, and 
judge thy Servants, condemning the Wicked to bring 
his May upon his Head, and juftifying the Righteous, 
to give him according to his Righteouſneſs. When 
thy People Iſrael be ſmitten down before the Enemy, 
and confeſs thy Name and pray—then hear thou in 
Heaven, and forgive the Sin of thy People Iſrael. — 
When Heaven is ſhut up and there is no Rain, if 
they pray towards this Place, —then hear thou in 
Heaven, and forgive the Sin of thy Servants.—If 
there be in the Land Famine ; if there be Peſtilence, 
Blaſting, Mildew, Locuſt ; or if there be Caterpillar; 
if their Enemy beſiege them in the Land of their Ci- 
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ties; whatſoever Plague, whatſoever Sickneſs, there 
be; what Prayer and Supplication ſoever be made by 
any Man, or by all thy People Iſrael, which ſhall 
know every Man the Plague of his own Heart, and 
ſpread forth his Hands towards this Houſe , then 
hear thou in Heaven thy dwelling Place, and forgive 
and do, and give to every Man according to his Ways, i 
whoſe Heart thou knowelt. ö . 
How generous and unlimited is this ſolemn De- 
dication! Not precluding any from the publick Ser- 
vices of the Temple, who know the Plague of their 
_ own Hearts, or who ſpread forth their Hands thi- 
ther. Many do we find making uſe of this Privis- 
lege, and reaping the Advantage of it. The Temple f 
was in truth, what our Saviour calls it, an Houſe of 
Prayer, as well as a Place of Sacrifice; and whatever 
other Oblations were offered, theſe were always 
accompanied either with the private Addreſſes to 
God, of the Party offering, or of the Prieſts for 
them, as their particular Circumſtances required. 
This, Sir, is the Hiſtory of Prayer from the Ac- 
counts we have of it in the Old Teſtament; what 
more authentick Records of early Time, you may 
have diſcovered, I cannot tell. Some ſuch it is to 
be ſuppoſed, you muſt have diſcovered, to bear 
you out in that Aſſertion, “ that the preſent ex- 
* temporary way of Worſhip, is contrary to the 
“ Practice and Opinion of all Mankind, in all 
« Ages, and of all Religions.” But whatever 
your Reaſons are for maintaining this ſtrange Pro- 
poſition, I will venture to affirm that they are not 
ſcriptural. Neither are they countenanced by pro- 
1 fane Writers of the beſt Repute. 
Of the Pagan Devotions, whether Greeks or Bar- | 
barians, Homer is the moſt antient and authentick 
Witneſs, his Heroes are often introduced praying 
but their Addreſſes are ſuch as their preſent Cir- 
cumſtances ſuggeſted, and he never gives the leaſt 
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\ Hint of their uſing any Form; on the contrary he 
introduceth Phxmx remonſtrating to Achilles, 
Kai tyap Ts AIT&A! £178 Altos N αννννẽ4. 
| | IAIAA 1. l. 498. 
Prayers are the Daughters of Almighty Fove. 
Upon which Madame Dacier comments thus, 
% For 'tis God inſpires Prayers, and teaches Men 
| « to pray.” | os I 
| What the myſtical Rites of the Magi were, I 
will not indeed ſay; nor will I at preſent enquire 
into the Modes of Mahometan Worſhip; but if we 
are to be influenced by the Practice of thoſe who 
have compoſed the Church of God in all Ages; 
and if, in our Enquiry into this Matter, we pa 
any Deference to the Accounts which we have in 
the Volumes of Inſpiration, we muſt believe that 
good Men have always enjoyed the Liberty of un- 
fettered Devotion. | 8 | 
The Old Teftament hath witneſſed already to this 
Truth; and can it be thought, that this Part of 
Scripture, which is ſo very minute in obſerving 
the ſmalleſt Matters relating to the Tabernacle, and 
every Fringe or Plate in the Prieſt's Veſtments, 
. would have omitted the Form of Words to he uſed 
in the daily Service, if ſuch had been preſcribed ? 
If we proceed to ſearch the Records of the Nezw, 
we ſhall find neither Precept nor Example for the 
Uſe of ſtated invariable Forms in the Service of 
God; never indeed were they introduced into the 
| Chriſtian Church, *till the Ages, Mr. Black/mith, 
began to be of your Complexion“, and Ignorance, 
Superſtition and Darkneſs that was truly felt, co- 
vered almoſt the Face of the whole Earth. You 
have laid me under the diſagreeable Neceſſity of 


proving this, 8 
2 N B33 Ou 


* The Epiſlles and Goſpels were inſtituted by Pope Damaſas, 
Anno. 384, vid. Platin. & Pol. Virgil. The Form of Service 
commonly called the Maſs, with many Ceremonies, way 
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« Our Saviour,” you ſay,* & honoured this 
ce Worthip, with his Preſence, for the Worſhip 
© of the Synagogues was by a Form of Prayer.” 


And was it then the Deſign of our Saviour by his 
his Preſence in thoſe Places, to recommend either 


the Matter or the Manner of the Synagogue Wor- 
ſhip? If you ſay the Manner only; where have 
you learned this? For I do not find in my Tefta- 
ment, the leaſt Hint to countenance ſuch an Ima- 
gination. That our Saviour frequently took the 
Opportunity of ſuch Aſſemblies, ſharply to re- 
prove the Scribes and Phariſees, for their Inventions 


and Impoſitions in the Worſhip of God; and like- 
wiſe to inſtruct them in the true and ſpiritual 
Meaning of the Law of Moſes; the Senſe of which, 


by their corrupt Gloſſes, they had dreadfully per- 
verted, is readily granted. But can any Heart 
conceive that he meant to ſanctify what he ſo ſharp- 


Iy reproves, or to eſtabliſi a Form of Worthip that 


was upon the point of expiring? His own Practice 
teacheth us the contrary of this: The Sea: ſide, 
| ___ Mountains, 


added by Pope Gregory, and by his Miniſter Auſtin in the Eng- 


{4 Church, in the ſeventh Century. 
In the Exgliſs Liturgy at preſent, the ColleRs are generally 
taken out of the Popi/o Brewviary, and many of the Prayers in 
the ſtanding Offices, out of the Mifal and Ritual. Ry 

K. Edward ingenuouſly acknowledgeth this in his Decla- 
ration to the Dewonſbire Rebels (a) ** Though” ſays he, it 
* ſeemeth to you a new Service, yet indeed it is no other but 
* the old; the ſelf ſame Words in Eng/i/6, that were in Latin: 
% For nothing is altered, but to ſpeak with Knowledge, that 
© which was ſpoken with Ignorance, only a few Things taken 
* out, ſo ford, that it had been a ſhame to have heard them 
&« in Engliſh.” : Is | 

The firſt Reformers, by thus endeayouring to gain over the 
Papiſts, it muſt be acknowledged, acted a prudent Part; but 
to perſiſt in not throwing out what is ſtill exceptionable to many 
of their own worthy Members, and particularly offenſive to 


Dilſenters, J cannot help thinking, ſeems to ſhew a greater Re- 


gard to the Popiſb than to the Reformed Intereſt. 
. la) Holinſhed's Hiſt. vol. iii. p. 1005. 
1 p. 21. | 
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Mountains, and deſert Places, Night as well as 
Day, were Witneſſes to the Decency, Spirituality 
and Fervour of his Devotions; and by this we are 
inſtructed, that in every Place, he that worſhippeth 
God in Spirit and in Truth, ſhall be accepted of 
Him, for the Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip Him. 
It is almoſt unneceſſary to prove it, the Thing is 
ſo very plain, that now under the Purity of that 
Religion which our bleſſed Saviour hath eſtabliſh- 


ed, all outward Ceremonies, Modes and Circum- 


ſtances of Worſhip are commanded to give Place 
to the Sanctity of the Heart, and the inward De- 
votion of Spirit. That the Tims is now come, when 
neither at Feruſalem, nor at this or the other Mount, 
with Faces towards the Temple, but in every Place 
the true Worſhippers of the Father, are to worſhip 
him, not turning over Leaves, but lifting up holy 
Hands, without Wrath or Doubting. 8 
Did the humble Publican, though in the Temple, 
read his Prayers? Or where had the proud Pha- 
riſee his vaunting Form ? | Ne 
Beſides, Sir, e have ſo ingeniouſly uſed 
our Saviour's Attendance on Synagogue Worſhip, 
as an Argument for adopting their Manner, why 
not their Matter alſo ? Or will you pretend to ſay 


that our Saviour in his Attendance upon the Fewwi/h 


Service paid more Deference to the Form than to 
the Matter? I am perſuaded, Sir, that though it 
be the natural Conſequence of your Reaſoning, you 
did not mean to involve yourſelf in this ſhocking 
Dilemma. _ 2 

In Support of what you recommend, you fur- 
ther affirm, that our Saviour ſanctified Forms of 
Prayer by his Practice: For in his Agony in the 
“ Garden, he roſe up, awakened and rebuked the 
“ Diſciples, returned to the fame Place, and re- 
« peated the ſame Form of Words three Times 
If the Evangeliſts had faid that our Saviour ex- 
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actly repeated the ſame Hxpreſſions three Times 
over, nothing could be concluded from thence for 
ſtated invariable Forms of Prayer in publick Wor- 
ſhip; Our Lord's Circumſtances were then of a 
peculiar Nature, and the Petitions he offered turn- 


ed upon one Point : and he that would argue, that 


we ought always to repeat the ſame Words in 
Prayer, becauſe Je/us Chrift in theſe peculiar Cir- 
cumſtances did ſo, would ſhew himſelf a pitiable 
Reaſoner ; but the Truth is, the Fact itſelf is miſ- 
repreſented, and the Evangeliſts themſelves wit- 
neſs againſt you. ; 

The Words of St. Matthew are. theſe, [ſee Mat. 
xvi. 36, Sc.] Then cometh Jeſus with them, unto a 
Place called Gethſemane, and ſaith unto the Diſciples ſit 
ye here, while I go and pray yonder.—And be went a little 


further, and fell on his Face, and prayed, ſaying, O my 


| Father, if it be poſſible, let this Cup paſs from me, never- | 


theleſs, not as I will, but as thou wilt. | 

This, Sir, is what you are pleaſed to call the 
Form, and to aſſert that our Saviour repeated it 
three Times over; but in the Evangeliſt's Account 
there 1s a remarkable Variation in our Lord's ſecond 
Prayer. For he tells us, that after modeſtly chid- 
ing his Diſciples, and at the ſame Time apologizing 


for their Weakneſs, he went away again the ſecond 


Time, and prayed, ſaying, O my Father, if this Cup may 
not paſs from me except 1 drink it, thy Will be done. 

In the Account of the Evangeliſt St. Mark, (a) 
there is ſtill a greater Variation. (5) And St. Luke 
tells us, that being in Agony, he prayed more earneſtly ; 
which we may juſtly ſuppoſe the Evangeliſt relates 
of his third Prayer, for he ſays: that after returning 
to, and exhorting his Diſciples, while he yet ſpake, a 
Multitude, and Judas with them, came to appre- 
hend him. (c) . 

N This 


(a) Mark, xiv. 36. (3) Luke. xxii. 44. 
(e) But perhaps becauſe it is ſaid, in St. Matthew * St. 
8 5 . ark 
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This then, Sir, makes nothing in your Favour : 
And all that can be gathered from it is, that our 
Saviour being under a particular Preſſure, from 
the full Proſpect of his approaching Sufferings, re- 
turned thrice to the ſame Subject not barely /ay- 
ing the ſame Words — but as his Mind dwelt upon 
this Matter, fo his Devotion run upon it, and his 
Words were to one Effect. 
If, however, we conſider, the Seaſon of the 


| Night, the Admonition of our Lord to his Diſciples 


to watch and pray, or his own Example—we muſt 
conclude, from this Paſſage, that free Prayer is not 
without the ſtrongeſt Arguments to enforce ir. 

As another Recommendation of ſtated Forms 


you aſſert that our Saviour“ before he expired up- 


ee on the Croſs, offered up his Devotions in the 


“ Words of the Twenty-ſecond P/alm.” 


I anſwer, that, therefore, any Man in Imitati- 
on of Chrift's Example, may freely chooſe out and 
apply to his own Caſe, or the Caſe of others, ſuch 


| ſcriptural Expreſſions as ſhall be moſt ſuitable to 


them. For our Lord, upon this mournful Occa- 
ſion, does not make Uſe of the Prayers he had 


formerly offered, nor that Form or Pattern which 
he 


Mark according to our Tranſlation, that he prayed ſaying the 
fame Words. (Matt, xxvi. 44. Mark xiv. 39) the Meaning 
muſt be that he uſed preciſely the ſame Expreſſions. A Man 
of Learning, as you, Mr. Blackſmith, take upon you to be, 
ought to know however, that the Paſſage, in the original, in 


both Evangeliſts runs thus, pop auroy Aoyoy d . N 


isnot expreſſed in the plural Number, and theretore is impre- 
perly rendered Words, as it might have been, if nu had 
been made Uſe of. It is well known that Aoyog admits of ta- 
rious Significations, and is variouſly rendered by our Tranſlators, 
In Luke xx. 3. they tranſlate it Thing. In gas viii. 21, as allo 
As xv. 6. and Ad, xix. 28. it is tranſlated Matter. In No- 
mans ix. 28. it is rendered Work. And in 43s x. 


dered Intent, and might be rendered Purpoſe. That Paſl. 
therefore in St. Mattbeau and St. Mark, Rs have bots ien 
rendered, /peating the ſame Thing or Matter. Or if the original 


had it that he ſpake the ſame pn though this alſo is uled to 


29. ĩt is ren- 
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he had given to his Diſciples; but finding his Caſe 
to be then very ſingular, he movingly expoſtulates, 
not in the Language of the whole P/alm, but in 
part of the Words of the firſt Verſe. My God! my 
God ! why haſt thou forſaken me? I ſhall be judged 


by the unprejudiced, if the Abbetors of free Prayer 


could with for a ſtronger Plea in their Favour. 
Your next Aſſertion is, that the Son of God hath 
* authorized ſtated Forms of Prayer by his Com- 
„ mand.” The Place indeed is not mentioned 
| Where this Command is given, and I muſt own! 
do not recollect it; but as our Lord's comprehen- 
_ hve Prayer is immediately referred to, it is pro- 


bable, that it relates to the Manner in which one 


of the Evangeliſts introduceth it. | 

This Prayer is indeed the beſt, the moſt full and 
perfect that ever was compoſed in the World; and 
if ever any Form was intended to have been inva- 
riably uſed in the Chriſtian Church, this was it: 
] will not preſume to iſſue the Controverſy, whether 
the Bleſſed Author of it intended that we Houle 
in our Devotions, Word for Word, abide by this 
Formula. 1 ſhall only offer a few Things relating 
to this Queſtion, leaving it to the Judgment of the 
Reader to determine as he pleaſeth, | 


That it was only deſigned as a divine Rule or 


Model of Prayer, not as a preciſe Form, ſeerns to 
appear from this Conſideration ; | ds. 
That our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf, as far as we 


can find, never ſo much as once uſed it, upon all 


thoſe various Occaſions which he afterwards had 
of Praying, to the Father; though it is very obſerv- 
able, and I have often remarked it with Pleaſure, 
that the Petitions he offered up, various as they 

| | were, 


ſignĩſy Things as well as Words, it muſt neceſſarily be under- 


ſtood thus, that he ſpake Words to the fame Purpoſe ; except 


we make the Evangeli/is contradit themſelves ; fince, as hath 
been already ſhewed, the Words as recorded by them are not 
Preciſely the ſame Expreſſions, though to the ſame Senſe. 
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were, are all of them reducible, to one or other of 


thoſe, which are contained in his moſt excellent 
Summary. 


And as our Saviour did not, ſo we have no Ac- 
count that ever his Apoſtles joined in the Uſe of 
this Prayer in their Aſſemblies, or that they ſo much 
as once uſed it, though for themſelves and the 


Church of God, the Petitions they offered, were 
likewiſe conformable to this divine Pattern, which, 


in his excellent Sermon on the Mount, our Lord 
had ſhewed them. 

Beſides, had it been the Intention of our Saviour, 
to bind his Followers. to the Uſe of theſe Words 
invariably, is it not probable that the Evangeliſis 
would have recorded them without the leaſt Varia- 
tion? But this is not the Caſe. In the fourth Pe- 
tition, St. Matthew hath it thus (a) giveus this Day, 
our daily Bread; St. Luke, (b) give us Day by Da 
our daily Bread, The fifth Petition is likewile dif- 
ferently worded. With the one Evangeliſt it ſtands 
thus, (c) and forgive us our Debts, as we forgrue our 
Debtors The other hath it thus, (4) and forgrue 
our Sins, for we alſo forgive every one that is indebted 
to us. The Engliſh Liturgy varies from both thus, 
forgive .us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 
paſs againſt us. And which is yet more conſiderable, 
the whole Concluſion is omitted by St. Luke, which 
the other Evangeliſt hath in thele Words (e) for 
thine is the Kingdom and the Power and the Giry for 


ever, Amen. 


From which Compariſon it is a reaſonable Pre- 

ſumption, that our bleſſed Lord in this Prayer, in 
tended 

6%) Mat. vi. 11. ve, ar nay Toy erteuetey hog ein 
OHNLepoy. . ET» 

(5) Luke xi. 3 as nuiy Ta nal "rutper. 

(e, Mat. vi. 12. Kay apes $1y Y oQELANKLATE e{4wy, ws 
PP, ns APIEULEY TOLS ODHAET His ,]. 

(4) Luke xi. 4. Yai agg 4piv Tas apapTias nor, res 


Yap auTL agitty TAITIOFPLASDTE WILD» 
(e) Mat. vi. 13. 
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tended no more than to give his Diſciples, and all 
faithful Chriſtians to the End of the World, a divine 
Directory not an invariable Form of Devotion. 
Thus Auguſtine (a) expreſly declares, that Chriſt 
in the Delivery of theſe Petitions, did not teach 


« his Diſciples how they ſhould ſpeak, or what 


* words they ſhould uſe in Prayer; but to whom 
they were to pray, and what Things they were 
to pray for, when engaged in the Exerciſe of ſe- 
« cret or mental Prayer.” And therefore while in 
one of the Evangeliſts it is ſaid, when ye pray ſay, &c. 
The other hath it, after this Manner pray ye. If we 
take this as an expreſs Command of our Lord when- 
ever we pray to ule this Form, it will prove that 
we ought never to uſe any other Expreſſions in our 
Addreſſes to God than thoſe in this Prayer. Nor 
ſhould we aſk a Bleſſing to our Victuals, or give 
Thanks without it. This would deſtroy the Uſe 
of all other Forms whatſoever. TS 

Beſides, there are ſome Men of Learning, who 
hold that this Prayer of our Lord was not deſigned 
for the perpetual Uſe of the Church, but only for a 
temporary Form: To this Purpoſe they obſerve, 
that the three firſt Petitions, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy Kingdom come, thy Will be done, &c. ſeem to 
be calculated chiefly for the Dawn of the Chriſtian 
Church; for that Period, when according to the 
Doctrine of Chrift and his Forerunner, and to the 
Expectation of the pious Jews, the Kingdom of God 
was at Hand. They obſerve farther, that in the 
Petition for forgiveneſs of Sins, there is not the 
leaſt Mention made of the Sacrifice, the Death, or 
Blood 

{a) Aug. de Magiſiro Cap. 1. 

One of the moſt judicious Criticks is of the Mind, that theſe 
Clauſes, which art in Heaven, and thy Will be done, as in Hea- 
ven /o in. Earth, and deliver us from Evil, were not originally 
in St. Luke's Goſpel, but crept into it out of St. Matthew's. 
And he gives this Reaſon for-it, that the firſt Clauſe, which 


art in Heaven, is neither extant in the old Latin, nor in ſome 
of the Greek Copies. And. he alledges the ſame of the ſecond 


, 


Clauſe. Gro. 
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Blood of Griſt, in Virtue whereof we muſt now 


ſue for Pardon ; whereas our Saviour after his Re- 
ſurrection and Aſcenſion, is every where propoſed, 
as our High Prieſt, Mediator, Interceſſor and Ad- 
vocate, of which there is no Notice taken in this 
Form. And therefore they ſuppole that upon this 
Account a conſiderable Time after it's Delivery, 
our Lord tells his Diſciples, hitherto have ye aſked 
nothing in my name, aſk and ye ſhall recerve. 'They 
obſerve likewiſe that the Doxologres mentioned in 
Scripture after our Saviour's Aſcenſion, lead us di- 
rectly and expreſly to aſcribe our Praiſes to God 
by Chriſt, or in his Name, of which there is not 
the leaſt Hint in our Lord's Prayer. Theſe are the 
Obſervations of Men who hold it as a Form, ſuit- 
ed chiefly to the State of the Diſciples, while under 
our Saviour's perſonal Miniſtry. I ſubmit them 
to the Ingenuity of the Reader. 

As to my own Sentiments I concur with the 
learned Grotius * that neither Chriſt, nor his Apoſ- 
tles as far as we can learn, have commanded the 
very Words of this Prayer to be uſed, though this 
may be done with Profit ; but the original De- 
ſign ſeems to be, that the Matter of our Prayers, 
| ſhould be deduced from thence. 

I ſhall now, Sir, purſue the Hiſtory of Prayer 
through the ſubſequent Periods of the Church, 
that it may appear how groundlefs, how inconſiſ- 
tent with all Truth your Aſſertion is, “that the 
« preſent extemporary Way of Worſhip, is con- 
* trary to the Practice and Opinion of all Man- 
& kind in all Ages, Sc. until it was introduced 
'« amidſt the Ferment and Confuſion of the fif- 
« teenth Century.” 

In all the Accounts we have of the ardent Devo- 
tions of the Apoſtles and pious Martyrs, whether 


* Non enim præcipit Chriſlus Verba recitari, quod nec legimus 
 Apofloles feciſſe, quanquam id fieri cum Frudtu poteſi, ſed Materiam 
Precum hinc promere. Vid. Giot. Comment, in Matt. vi. 9. 
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for themſelves or their Fellow-ſufferers, none of 
them are recorded in the ſame Words, nor any of 
them in the expreſs Phraſes of our Lord's Prayer, 
or of the Prayers uſed by ſuch as were before them 
in the fame Circumſtances. 

After our Lord's Aſcenſion it was the conſtant 
and laudable Practice of the Church, to aſſemble 
for the ſolemn Acts of Devotion, and to eat and 
to drink in Remembrance of his Paſſion. But 
where do we find the Chriſtian Liturgy ? In what 


Book or Chapter of the New Teflament * The Sub- 


ſtance of many devotional Exerciſes are recorded, 
but not a Syllable to countenance the Opinion that 
they prayed by a preſcribed Form. The moſt emi- 
nent Names of the three firſt Centuries might here 
be mentioned as a perfect Illuſtration of this Truth. 
Theſe primitive Profeſſors of the Chriſtian Faith, 
under the moſt cruel Tortures, ceaſed not the 
higheſt Acts of Devotion and Charity, offering up 
their ſeveral Prayers for the ſuffering Church, and 
even for their Tormentors and Enemies, but never 
ſervilely followed, nor preſumptuouſly preſcribed 
to others, in an Exerciſe wherein their own Hearts, 
and the particular Circumſtances of their ſeparate 
Communities, were principally concerned. 5 
As for the Apoſtles of our Lord, though they 
have perfected the Sum of Chriſtian Doctrine, and 
though they had undoubtedly the beſt Right to 
preſcribe a ſtated invariable Form of Worſhip, 
which at all Times would ſuit the Church and the 
Individuals of it, yet they have left this Matter 
free and undetermined. And as for the Liturgies 
which bear the Names of St. James and St. Mark, 
and - ſome other of the Evangelifts, it is very well 
known, and acknowleged by the greateſt Friends of 
e F n chat they are falle and ſpurious.* 


If 


® See Fchard's Ecclefiaftical Hiſtory, 
Nomritkftandiog this, I am ſorry to find an eminent Divine, 
and 
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If it be ſaid that the Apoſtles were inſpired, and 
therefore did not ſtand in need of any Form, I 
anſwer, that their Qualifications by Inſpiration, 
rendered them the fitter to preſcribe and impoſe a 
Liturgy for the future Uſe of the Chr4#ian Church, 
if they had thought this neceſſary. 1 

But induſtrious as they were, to promote the 
Cauſe of Chriſtianity, we do not find that ever they 
attempted to enſlave Men's Minds in any Yoke of 

Bondage. We have each of them in their own 
Words offering up their own Requeſts, and none 
of them tied down to any Form ; as might be in- 
ſtanced in the Prayer that was put up by the 
Church after the Diſciples Peter and John had been 
impriſoned, examined, threatened and diſmiſſed by 
the Jewiſh Sanhedrim. After this we have likewiſe 
an Account of Stephen's Perſecution, of his molt 
rational Defence, pious aud devout Behaviour, 
and patient Martyrdom ; but his Petitions being 
conceived in other Words, than thoſe of the above 
mentioned Prayer, and ſuch as his peculiar Cir- 
cumſtances, and truly Chriſtian Spirit dictated, we 
may be fully aſſured that he had no Notion of any 
preconceived Form; and if he had thought that 
even the recital of our Lord's Prayer was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, he would not have omitted it, 
and gone to Death offering up only his own Peti- 
tions. The ſame may be obſerved of the devout 
Addreſſes of the Apoſtles Peter and Paul, ſuited to 
the State of the ſeveral Churches they wrote to, 
and conceived in their own Language. f 

5 Eccleſiaſtical 
and Dignitary of the Church of Eugland, mentioning theſe 
ſcandalous Forgeries, as if they were of the moſt undoubted 
Authority. See the Preface to the Chriſtian Liturgy, pages, 
$50, 7. | | | 

+ Two very plain Evidences of this Conduct in the firſt fol- 
lowers of dur Lord we have in Record. The one is, when 
they were about to chooſe an Apoſtle to ſucceed in the Room of 
Judas, wken they prayed and aid, Thou, Lord, which 3 the 
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for themſelves or their Fellow-ſufferers, none of 
them are recorded in the fame Words, nor any of 
them in the expreſs Phraſes of our Lord's Prayer, 
or of the Prayers uſed by ſuch as were before them 
in the ſame Circumſtances. | wo 
After our Lord's Aſcenſion it was the conſtant 
and laudable Practice of the Church, to aſſemble 
for the folemn Acts of Devotion, and to eat and 
to drink in Remembrance of his Paſſion. But 
where do we find the Chriſtian Liturgy ? In what 
Book or Chapter of the New Teflament & The Sub- 
ſtance of many devotional Exerciſes are recorded, 
but not a Syllable to countenance the Opinion that 
they prayed by a preſcribed Form. The moſt emi- 
nent Names of the three firſt Centuries might here 
be mentioned as a perfect Illuſtration of this Truth. 
Theſe primitive Profeſſors of the Chriſtian Faith, 
under the moſt cruel 'Tortures, ceaſed not the 
higheſt Acts of Devotion and Charity, offering up 
their ſeveral Prayers for the ſuffering Church, and 
even for their Tormentors and Enemies, but never 
ſervilely followed, nor preſumptuouſly preſcribed 
to others, in an Exerciſe wherein their own Hearts, 
and the particular Circumſtances of their ſeparate 
Communities, were principally concerned. | 
As for the Apoſtles of our Lord, though they 
have perfected the Sum of Chriſtian Doctrine, and 
though they had undoubtedly the beſt Right to 
preſcribe a ſtated invariable Form of Worſhip, 
which at all Times would ſuit the Church and the 
Individua's of it, yet they have left this Matter 
free.and undetermined. And as for the Liturgies 
which bear the Names of St. James and St. Mark, 
and - ſome other of the Evangeliſts, it is very well 
known, and acknowleged by the greateſt Friends of 
eſtabliſhed Forms, that they are falſe and ſpurious.* 
. | If 


® See Fehard's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, | 
Notwithſtanding this, I am ſorry to find an eminent Divine, 
| and 
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If it be ſaid that the Apoſtles were inſpired, and 
therefore did not ſtand in need of any Form, I 
anſwer, that their Qualifications by Inſpiration, 
rendered them the fitter to preſcribe and impoſe a 
| Liturgy for the future Uſe of the Chritian Church, 
if they had thought this neceſſary. 

But induſtrious as they were, to promote the 
Cauſe of Chriſtianity, we do not find that ever they 
attempted to enſlave Men's Minds in any Yoke of 
Bondage. We have each of them in their own 
Words offering up their own Requeſts, and none 
of them tied down to any Form; as might be in- 
ſtanced in the Prayer that was put up by the 
Church after the Diſciples Peter and John had been 
impriſoned, examined, threatened and diſmiſſed by 
the Jewiſh Sanhedrim. After this we have likewiſe 
an Account of Stephen's Perſecution, of his moſt 
rational Defence, pious aud devout Behaviour, 
and patient Martyrdom ; but his Petitions being 
conceived in other Words, than thoſe of the above 
mentioned Prayer, and ſuch as his peculiar Cir- 
cumſtances, and truly Chriſttan Spirit dictated, we 
may be fully aſſured that he had no Notion of any 
preconceived Form, and if he had thought that 
even the recital of our Lord's Prayer was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, he would not have omitted it, 
and gone to Death offering up only his own Peti- 
tions. The ſame may be obſerved of the devout 
Addreſſes of the Apoſtles Peter and Paul, ſuited to 
the State of the ſeveral Churches they wrote to, 
and conceived in their own Language. 

| Eccleſiaſtical 
and Dignitary of the Church of F»g/and, -mentioning theſe 
ſcandalous Forgeries, as if they were of the moſt undoubted 
Authority, See the Preface to the Chriflian Liturgy, pages, 
e007. | 

+ Two very plain Evidences of this Conduct in the firſt fol- 
lowers of dur Lord we have in Record. The one is, when 
they were about to chooſe an Apoſtle to ſucceed in the Room of 
Judas, when they prayed and laid, Thor, Lord, which — the 
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Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory furniſheth us with like In- 
ſtances in the Prayers of James, ſirnamed the juſt, 
of St. Ignatius after he was condemned and before 
bis Martyrdom ; but particularly of Polycarp, whoſe 
Prayer is recorded more at large, and of which we 
may remark, as of all the reſt, that as he paid no 
Deference to the Forms of others that went before 


him to reap the ſame heavenly Crown, ſo thoſe that 


immediately ſucceeded him in the Roll of Martyrs, 
did not think fit to abide by his, though a better 
perhaps, upon a like Occaſion, could not be com- 


cd. 
755% the Martyr, fully ſhews the Manner of the 
Chriſtian Service in his Time, when he tells us, + 
„ that he who inſtructed the People, prayed ac- 
„ cording to his Ability.” To this Witneſs of the 
ſecond Century, ſucceeds Tertullian in the Third; 
„We look up to Heaven + ſays he, with our 
“ Hands ſtretched forth, as not being aſhamed to 
©. make our Prayers (fine monitore quia de pectore) 
« without a Monitor or Promptor, becaule from 
e the Heart.” Clemens Alexandrinus concludes his 
laſt Book of Pedagogy, with a Prayer which neither 
begins nor ends with the Lord's Prayer. 
Origen, in his Book on Prayer, tells us that it 
would be impoſlible for him, without the Aſſiſtance 
of Heaven to explain how we ought to pray, what 
we ought to ſay when we pray, and what are the 
maſt proper Times of Prayer. He had not the Ad- 
vantage, Sir, of a Rubric or Liturgy. _ . 
He diſtinguiſhes four Kinds of Prayer; the firſt 


| ( Janris,) Supplication, which is to aſk any Good of 
which we ſtand in need. The ſecond (zpoow;y,) 


| | implies 
Hearts of all Men, ſhew whether of the two thou haft choſen : the 


other at the choofing of the Deacons. | 
In the firſt of theſe Inſtances we have the very Prayer recorde! which 

the Apoſtles uſcd, and which is not Lo Lord's Prayer, but one partieu- 

larly ſuited to the Occeſion, And the fame may reaſonably be ſuppoſed con- 

cerning the ſecond, though the Prayer they uſed is not diſtinctly mentioned. 

| + juſt. Martyr. Apol. 2 Page 98. EE Juras ar. 

1 Pertul, Apol. 9. Ch. 30. Ep. 121. | 
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implies a Requeſt that is made in any Danger, 
with aſſurance of obtaining what we deſire. The 
third, (errtug is,) is put by a Perſon who has great 
Confidence that he ſhall obtain what he aſks, he 
being much in God's Favour. The laſt, is giving 
of Thanks for the Benefits which we have re- 
ceived ; And he gives Examples not from any 
Liturgy, but from the Holy Scriptures, of each 
of thele Kinds of Prayer. | 1 

The Emperor Conftantine, on his Coins and Me+ 
dals, is repreſented in a praying Poſture, not as 
reading, but with Eyes lift up to Heaven. s 

Thus, Sir, I have traced the Hiſtory of Prayer, 
from the earlieſt Account of Time, which we cer. 
tainly have in the Records of the Bible; and l flat- 
ter myſelf that from the Days of Adam, till the 
Commencement of Qriſtianity, and from that du- 
ring the Apoſtolick and pureſt Ages of the Chri/- 
tian Church, it will appear that we have many 
Examples of free Prayer ; but not one Inſtance of 
a Liturgy acknowledged as authentic, or warrant- 
ed by divine Authority, can be produced. And [ 
- would hope, Sir, that were not your Countenance 
too deeply footed over, it would betray at this 
Diſcovery of your ſhameful Partiality, ſome Symp- 
' toms of modeſt Senſibility. Hes: mW 
Indeed every honeſt Enquirer after Truth muſt 
be fully ſatisfied, that the method of addreſſing the 
Supreme Being, uſed by the Church of Scotland 
and its Adherents, had an earlier and ſurer Founda- 
tion than what you are pleaſed to aſcribe it to, the 
“Ferment and Confuſion of the fifteenth Century.“ 

But pray, Sir, what was this Ferment and Con- 
fuſion ? Where was it? And how did it ſerve to in- 


8 He that would ſee a full Anſwer to what has been alledged 

to ſhew that publick preſcribed Liturgies were of early Antiquity 
in the Chriſlian Church, may conſult the learned Me. Cl/ark- 
for's Diſcourſe concerning Liturgies: And Mr. Robin/on's Re- 
view of Limnrgies in Anſwer,to Dr. Beavers { | fo 
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troduce the preſent extemporary Way of Worſhip? 
This, Sir, is gratifying your remarkable Genius ; 

for | am perſuaded that the Hiſtorians of that Age 
will leave it ſolely to your own Invention, to make 

out proper Anſwers to theſe Queſtions. And, if 
we may judge from your paſt Labours, it is not to 
be doubted but you will yet convince the World, 
that the Blackſmith can never be at a Loſs for 

Forgeries. | . 

t is plain, Sir, that in talking of * the Ferment 
and Confuſion of the fifteenth Century,” you in- 
tend to caſt a Slur upon the Reformation in Scotland, 
and ſo far you ſerve the Popiſh Cauſe ; though you 
are out in your Chronology ; for it was not *till about 
the middle of the ſixteenth Century that the Re- 
formation took place there. And if there was any 
Ferment or Confuſion at that Time, which was 
principal owing to the Oppoſition of the Poprſb 
Faction, and the cruel and perfidious Methods they 
made Uſe of, as this did not hinder the Church of 
Scotland from throwing off the Errors and Corrup- 
tions of Popery, fo it did not hinder them from ſet- 
tling their Doctrine and Worſhip in that Manner 
which they judged moſt conformable to the firſt 
and pureſt Times of the Chriſtian Church. £4 

It appears from what. has been offered, that the 

. moſt primitive and ſcriptural Method of Addreſs, 
when we approach the Supreme Being, is by what 

is commonly called extempore or free Prayer. 

. If itisduly conſidered this alſo will be found the 
moſt natural Way. All divine acceptable Prayer, 
it is allowed ſhould take its Riſe from the Heart, 
and ſhould receive its firſt Formation there. But 

_ when Words are preſcribed, the natural Order is 

inverted ; the Affections are brought to the Words, 

inſtead of the Words flowing from the Affections. 
Something of this is experienced by Perſons truly 

devout : They are often proſtrate before God, pour- 

ing forth their Hearts with an overflowing and In- 
80 „ | - dulgence 
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dulgence of Expreſſion, which exceeds all the Or- 
naments of Oratory. Theſe are not . rude and 
* ſhocking Scenes, Blaſphemous Petitions,” as 
you, Sir, $ are pleaſed overhaſtily to call them, 
when you tell us, that you have © often trembled 
© to ſee the ignorant proud Enthuſiaſt approach 
„his Maker with as great Familiarity as he would 
„his Neighbour, and kneel down with his Family 
© tohisextemporary Worſhip.” There is noDoubt, 
but that the Ignorance and Weakneſs of ſome, 
may need the Aſſiſtance of ſet Forms; eſpecially 
when they pray with others; and therefore ſuch 
Helps are allowed and recommended to them. But 
after all, we mult obſerve, that the Rules of Gram- 
mar and Oratory, are none of the eſſential Parts 
of Prayer. The Spirit of God may be ſent forth 
to help the Infirmities of his Children, and to ena» 
ble them to pray; it may ſoften the Heart, warm 
the Affections, and teach them to cry, Abba Fa- 
ther ! But we do not ſay, that it will teach them 
the Beauties of Rhetorick, or an eaſy flowing Style; 
for as theſe are too mean to have any Streſs laid up 
on them by wiſe or good Men, much leſs by the 
Almighty. Out of the Mouths of Babes and Sucklings 
of weak and illiterate Chriſtians, he can perfect his 
own Praiſe, £ B 
| God ſees not as Man ſees; he has not thoſe Views 
of what entertains our Senſes, nor thoſe Affections 
and Deſires towards them which we have. We 
may be delighted with the Elegancy of a Form; 
with Devotion pompous and magnificent; with 
curious Sculptures, nice Paintings, and the Melody 
of Sounds; but to think thus of Him, who dels 
not in Temples made with Hands, is no leſs ſenſual, 
groſs and irrational in us, than unworthy of Him 
whois an infinitely pure Spirit. 
The Language in which he is addreſſed, may 
be broken and uncouth, but /uch Pity as a Father 
. J Blackſmith's Letter, p. 45; 
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e rbetb unto his Children, ſuch Pity ſheweth the Lord 10 
them that fear Him; And he 1 uttereth the Truth 
in his Heart, though his Words are not the moſt 
accurate, yet they are not the leaſt acceptable. 
Even among Men, an affectionate tender Parent, 
will not deſpiſe the juſt and dutiful Requeſts of his 
Child, though the Words are but half pronounced. 
And if we that are Evil, know how to treat our Off- 
ſpring in this Manner, who dare ſay what that Ad- 
dieſs is, which ſhall be rejected by the Almighty? 
But eſpecially, who dare ſay, that the Prayer which 
proceeds from upright Intentions, and a broken 
ſenſible Heart, though it be but lamely uttered, 

' ſhall not find Acceptance ? 

allow that it is neceſſary and commendable i in 
us to endeavour tliat our Wants and Deſires ſhould 
be expreſſed by ſuitable Words: Sometimes the 
moſt improved Chriffians may labour under a pre- 
ſent Deadneſs of Spirit, and Indiſpoſednefs for any 

Exerciſe, that may require much Attention. In 

ſuch diſagreeable Circumflances, that they may 
aptly and pertinently expreſs themſelves, it is very 
neceſſary that the Matter as well as the Order of 

their. Addreſſes, ſhould for ſome Time before they 
engage in this Duty, be much thought upon. 

Then, he who hath made any tolerable Proficiency 
in Religion, who hath been converſant with the 

Holy Scriptures, and with divine Subjects; but 

eſpecially who hath ſtudied his own Heart, and its 
various Frames; will, through that Grace which is 

ever conferred upon him that afketh it, eaſily ſur- 
mount all preſent Languor, and uin divine En- 
largement in this Duty. 

Others who have their Minds furniſhed very 

poorly with Ideas, or who through Diſuſe may have 
contracted an utter Inability for this Service, may 

perhaps find their Thoughts better expreſſed in 

5 ee Fe n and may receive Re Copenh: 
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Benefits from them. * But far more improved 
Chriſtians to confine themſelves to ſuch Forms, 
would be (to uſe the Words of the learned Biſhop 
Wilkins +) “ as if a Man who had once need of 
„ Crutches, ſhould always afterwards make Uſe 
of them, and ſo neceſſitate himſelf to a continual 
* Impotency.” „ | 

Thoſe who cannot go without them may make 
Uſe of them; but a little Aſſiduity in the Exerciſe 
of Prayer, and ſome farther Acquaintance with 
God and their own Hearts, will, in Time, fur- 
niſn even Weak Chriſtians, both with Matter and 
Words, without ſuch Aſſiſtances. 

The Occurrences for Inſtance, of every Day, 
as the Mercies, Trials, Temptations, and Deli- 
verances of it, will furniſh Matter for Prayer, In 
the Morning, the View and Proſpect of what 1s 
before us, or may befal us, will lead our Addreſ- 
ſes; and in the Evening, if we have received ſig- 
nal Favours, or have eſcaped imminent Dangers, 
or have felt the Prevalency of Temptations, our 
Devotion will ſavour of theſe Things. In a Word, 
as our Hearts are uſually formed according to our 
Occaſions and Circumſtances, theſe are ſo very va- 
riable, that our Prayers cannot be always the ſame, 
without being, to ſay no worſe, leſs natural and 
pertinent, T „ | 7 
When we are reduced to great Extremity, and 
know not where to fly for Relief, how natural is 
it to ſeek Shelter under the Shadow of the Divine 
Wings? When, with the Diſciples, we are in 
Danger of Shipwreck ; or, with Paul, for our Re- 
belliouſneſs, to be truck down to the Earth ; how apt 
are we to be inſtant and earneſt in our Applicati- 


That this is agreeable to the Sentiments of the Church of 
Scotland, may be ſeen if the Reader will give himſelf the Trou- 
ble of conſolting the A emblies DireQory—page 9. Dired. 9 
London Edition. | , „ 
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ons for Mercy and Salvation? It cannot be ſaid of 
the former, that their earneſt Addreſs, help, Lord, 
elſe we periſbꝰ; or of the latter, whoſe firſt Petition 
was, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? I ſay, it 
cannot be afiirmed, that theſe were the Reſult of 
Study or Premeditation z or that they were Parts 
of precompofed Collects: Yet the Prayerchearing 
God did not reject theſe © extempore Effuſions; 
hereby inviting us always to conſider his Provi- 
dences, and to ſuit our Petitions accordingly. 
But beſides theſe extraordinary Occurrences, 
there may be other Caſes, wherein it would be 
very improper that our Devotion ſnould be fetter- 
ed with Form. A well- prepared Mind, that hath 
a perfect Comprehenſion f its own State, as well 
as of what relates to the Church of God, or to the 
civil Community, of which he is a Member ; and 
hath been long exerciſed, ſometimes with much 
Enlargement and Succeſs, in this Duty of Prayer, 
cannot be diverted from it, *till he 1s authorized 
by Law and Form to begin it. Tho' all Men 
ſhould be ſilent, he will take with him Words, and, 
as the Caſe requireth, ſupplicate the Supreme 
Over-ruler. | Bo 
I cannot better expreſs my Sentiments upon 
this Point, than in the Language of the excellent 
Prelate*, before referred to. What one ſaith of 
« Counſel to be had from Books, may be fitly ap- 
« plied, faith he, to this Prayer by Book: That 
it is commonly, of itſelf, ſomething flat and 
dead; floating, for the moſt Part, too much in 
_ « Generalities, and not particular enough for each 
e ſeveral Occaſion, There is not that Life and 
„ 'Vigour in it to engage the Affections, as when 
* 1t proceeds immediately from the Soul itſelf, 
and is the natural Expreſſion of thoſe Particulars 
e whereof we are moſt ſenſible. And if it be a 
Fault, not to ſtrive and labour after this Gift, 
85 | « much 
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much more is to jeer and deſpiſe it, by the Name 
& of extempore Prayer, and praying by the Spirit; 
which Expreſſions, as they are frequently uſed 
< by ſome Men, by way of Reproach, are, for 
£ the moſt Part, the Sign of a profane Heart, and 
e ſuch as are altogether Strangers from the Power 
and Comfort of this Duty.“ ; 
| Here, Sir, by the Pen of an impartial Writer, 
you are plainly characterized: For the Agency of 
the Spirit, in this ſolemn Service, is what you are 
pleaſed, boldly, to ridicule *, * In the Name of 
« God,” you ſay, 4 do you believe that you are 
ce inſpired? And, again, have you ſo little 
„ Regard to the Honour of God, and the Inte- 
“ reſts of Religion, as to aſcribe your extempo- 
4 rary Effuſions to the Holy Spirit? And, again, 

< if the Matter of them be inſpired, your Prayers 
« are of equal Authority with the Scriptures 
* themſelves, and ſhould be entered into the 
5 Cane... -- : 

In anſwer to which, I ſhall obſerve, that the 
Defenders of free 8 always diſtinguiſh between 
the Spirit and the Gift of Prayer. By the Spirit 
of Prayer, they underſtand - thoſe inward holy 
Deſires and devout Aﬀections which the Holy 
Spirit forms and excites in the Minds of good 

en, and which are the Life and Soul of our exter- 
nal Services. By the Gift of Prayer, they under- 
ſtand, an Ability of chuſing ſuitable Matter, and 
offering it up to God, in Expreſſions fit to repre- 
ſent our inward pious Deſires on all Emergencies, 
The Gift may be the Effect of Pains, Applica- 
tion, and frequent Exerciſe in this Duty; and ma 
be poſſeſſed by thoſe who are deſtitute of the Spi- 
rit of Prayer. Where the Gift is mugs which, 
in any Chriſtian, is a very great Defect, Forms 
are allowable, and the Holy Spirit may be aſſiſt- 
ing, in ſuch Caſes, as well as where ſuch Helps 

| C4 are 
2 Blackimith's Letter, p. 46, 4 % 


ANSWER TO THE . 
are not uſed. But thoſe who are bleſſed with the 
Gift, may have, alſo, the Aſſiſtances of the Spirit, 
exciting their devout Affections, enlightening their 
Minds to underſtand their ſpiritual Neceſſities, and 
directing them in the Matter of their Prayers, by 
bringing the Promiſes of God to their Remem- 
brance; ſtrengthening and elevating their natural 
Powers to a more vigorous Exerciſe, and helping 
them againſt their manifold Infirmities. 

This much ſeemeth to be included in what the 
Scriptures declare concerning the Spirit's Agency 
in this Duty. Thus Rom. viii. 26.—Likewiſe the 
Spirit alſo helpeth our Infirmities ; for we know not 

what we ſhould pray for as we ought ; but the Spirit 
itſelf maketh Interceſſion for us with Groanings which 
cannot be uttered, © The Spirit of God,” faith Dr. 
Fhitby, is ſaid to intercede for us, not as an Ad- 
« vocate or Mediator betwixt God and us, that 
being the Office of our Great High Prieſt; but 
* as an Exciter or Director of us in our Addreſſes 
“to God, to render them, for Matter, according 
e to the Will of God; and, for Manner, fervent 
* and effectual.“ © Chr; only,“ ſaith the pious 
„ Biſhop Wilkins*,” „ in reſpect of his Merits 
„ and Sufferings, does make [nterceſſion for us: 
6 But, becauſe the Spirit of God does excite our 
«Hearts to pray, and infuſe in us holy Deſires ; 

* ſtirring us up to, and inſtructing us in, our 

« Duty; therefore he is ſaid to intercede for us.“ 

his is all that, on this Head, is maintained by 
the reformed Churches, who plead for free Prayer. 

You alledge, Sir +, that “the only Inſpiration 
«promiſed in Scripture, that is neceſſary, or that 
can be uſeful, is, that the Holy Spirit will in- 
. «ſpire the Hearts of the Faithful with Afefions 

„ proper for this important Duty; ſuch as Shame 
„and Sorrow in Confeſſion, an humble Chriſtian 
Hope of obtaining what we aſk in our Petitions, 

Hot; oh | “ Gratitude 
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4 Gratitude and Love in our Thankſgivings, and 
e ſuch other Affections as are ſuitable to the ſeveral 
« Parts of Prayer.” And I would only obſerve 
upon it, that he who is bleſſed with a Frame for 
praying, and whoſe Affections are, in this Man- 
ner, enlivened and quickened, will not want a 
Form. Upon this Account (as a Spirit of Grace 
and Supplication) the Holy Ghoſt is promiſed to 
the Church. 9 
80 Gal. iv. 6. - Becauſe ye are Sons, God hath ſent 
forth the Spirit of bis Son into your Hearts, crying Ab- 
ba, Father. And Epb. v. 18. — Be filled with the 
Spirit, ſpeaking to yourſebves in Eſalms and Hymns, and 
ſpiritual Songs, ſinging and making Melody in your 
| Hearts to the Lord; giving T1 om £ always for all 
Things unto God and the Father, in the Name of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And Chap. vi. 18. — Praying 
always, with all Prayer and Supplication, in the Spirit, 
and watching thereunto with all Perſeverance, and Sup- 
plication. for all Saints. So the Apoſtle Jude, in his 
general Epiſtle, at the 20th Verſe. But ye, beloved, 
building up yourſelves in your moſt holy Faith, Praying 

in the Holy Ghoſt, keep yourſelves in the Love of God, 
looking for the Mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chrift unto eter- 
nal Life. LEES] e 

I am well aware that ſome interpret theſe Texts 
fo as to leave the preſent Church little or no Inte- 
reſt in them ; placing all that is here promiſed 
among the yapomare, or extraordinary Gifts of 
the ſpirit, conferred on the firſt Chritians, and 
that they were not to extend beyond the Age of 
Inſpiration, But ſuch Interpreters have, and will 
have, the Misfortune of the happy Experience of 
Chriftians in every Age againſt them, I confeſs 
(faith a late ingenious Author) * © that the Hol 
„Spirit hath been, in a great Meaſure, ſo long 
„ departed from his Churches, that we are tempt- 
* ed to think all his promiſed Operations, pecu- 

OPS, | “ liar 
Dr. Watts. See his Guide to Prayer, p. 175» | 
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* liar to the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity; and it was 
« from this Abſence of the Spirit, that Men pro- 
« ceeded to invent various Methods to % the 
„ want of him in Prayer; as by Pater Naſters, 
« Beads, Litanies, and other Forms, ſome good, 
_ « ſome bad; to which, that they might keep up 
* a Form of Worſhip, and the Attention of the 
* People, the Churches were confined.” 
I would not be thought to inſinuate that the Di- 
vine Spirit doth never afford his Aſſiſtance in the 
Uſe of Forms; I am only accounting for that Diſ- 
reſpect which Men are apt to ſhew at the Doctrine 
of the Aſſiſtances of the Spirit; and what I would 
be underſtood to mean is, that the Promiſes of the 
Goſpel, with reſpect to theſe Aſſiſtances, may be 
hoped for and experienced by all true Chriftians to 
the End of the World. „ | 
And here, let it be further obſerved, that among 
all the extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit * prophe- 
ſied by Joel, Prayer is not mentioned; the Words 
are, Iwill pour out my Spirit upon all Fleſh, and your 
Sons and Daughters ſhall propheſy, ycur old Men 
Hall dteam Dreams, your young Men ſhall ſee Viſions; 
and alſo upon the Servants, and upon the Handmaids, 
in thoſe Days will I pour out my Spirit, &c. And in 
the ſecond Chapter of the Acts of the Apoſtles, where 
this Prophecy is recited, as having its Accompliſh- 
ment, Prayer is not mentioned as any of thoſe ex- 
traordinary or miraculous Powers which were then 
ſhed forth by the Influences of the Spirit. Neither 
is it ſo mentioned in any Part of the New Teſta- 
ment, except in one Place +, where the Gift of 
'Tongues, in that they were able to expreſs them- 
felves in Languages they had never learned, ſeems 
to be referred to, rather than the Gift of Prayer. 
If, then, it is not to be found among the extraor- 
dinary or miraculous, it muſt belong to the ordi- 
23 nary 
Vl ii. 28. 
4 See S:. Paul's Enumeration, 1 Cor, xii. L + 
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-nary or more common Influences or Operations 
of the Spirit ; which were to extend to all the Pe- 
riods of the Church, and to all the Individuals 
which compoſe Chriſt's myſtical Body to the End 
of the World. : | i 
By theſe ſacred Powers which are communicated 
to all ſincere Chriſtians, though there is nothing 
New revealed to them, or what might amount to 
Inſpiration; yet the Truths, the Laws, and Rules 
which were formerly revealed, are brought to their 
Remembrance. And to this hug > are ſeveral of 
the Promiſes relating to this Bleſſed Paraclete, 
which we read of in the New Teſtament. 

If, then, the Continuance of the ordinary Ope- 
rations of the Spirit is a Thing promiſed to, and 
to be expected by, the Body of believing Chriſti- 
ans, to the End of Time; the Ridicule of Inſpira- 
tion muſt be, at leaſt, ſenſeleſs and ſtupid ; per- 
haps it may be, in ſome Degree, impious. 

aving thus collected and Faithtully repreſented 
what the Abetters of free Prayer maintain, re- 
ſpecting the Holy Spirit and its Influences, I ſhall 
now proceed to obviate ſuch other Complaints as 
you have offered againſt this Manner of Worſhip. 
eln our Congregations, you ſay“, the Mouth 
“ runs before the Mind, and ſpeaks without giv- 
„ing us any Opportunity of thinking what we 
„ ought to ſpeak, and often ſays Things that we 
“ ſhould certainly reject, and ſometimes offers Pe- 
& titions that we ſhould abſolutely abhor, had we 
“ Time calmly to examine thern: Our Mouth 
leads us into the groſs Blunder of preſenting our 
«* Addreſſes to the Deity firſt, and next judging 
„ whether they be proper Addreſſes, after they 
* are offered, when we cannot mend what is 
* wrong, or alter what is improper.” You even 
make it a Queſtion t, whether the Laity can 

Hae SY Join 
* Blackſmith's Letter, p. 23. 
+ Ibid. p. 32 and 55. 
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é join at all in our publick Prayers; for we muſt . 


& either ſuppole that they go along with the Mini- 
< ſter, offering every Word as he utters it, or wait 
« until he has finiſhed the Sentence, and then ex- 
amine it, and give their Aſſent“ 

To call this cavilling, rather than reaſoning, is 
not improper. If a Miniſter hath been regularly 
and duly called and appointed to his Office, it is 
not goubted, except with the atheiſtical Herd, 
that he has a Right, among other of his ſacred 
Miniſtrations, to offer up Prayers and Supplicati- 
ons with Thankſgivings, in Behalf of thoſe among 
whom he officiates. If this is the Caſe, then, that 
which is the moſt natural and ſcriptural Manner 
of Addreſs, hath been already ſnewed. 

To ſay, that in this Kind of publick Worſhip, 
„ the Mouth runs before the Mind, and offers 
„ Petitions, which ſhould be rejected,“ is, at the 
beſt, but a Reflection, both on the Laity and Cler- 
gy, equally impolite and unjuſt. To the Laity, it 
denies that Privilege in the Worſhip of God, which 
is allowed them in all other Affairs, relative to rea- 
ſonable Beings. In our mutual Converſation and 
Commerce, we find very few, except among thoſe 
who are void of Underſtanding, but know perfect- 
Iy well where to yield their Aſſent or Diſſent. Even 
the moſt untutored Ear can diſtinguiſh between 
Harmony and Diſcord; and it needs no Proof, 
that the Action of the Mind is equally quick, what- 
ever it be that demands its Attention. 

How would it hamper all Converſation, and 
how ſhould we be ſtraitned in the common Offices 
of Life, if we muſt firſt critically examine and 
nicely weigh every Sentence that is ſpoken to us, 
before we could give a ſuitable Anſwer? And how 
altogether vain and impertinent would all the La- 
bonr of the Pulpit, or Senate, or Bar be, upon 
this Suppoſition ? If you do not underſtand what 


is ſpoken to you, it is indeed to no Purpoſe to ad- 
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dreſs you: And this diſtinguiſhing Prerogative of 
Speech, whereby Man is capable of communicat- 
ing his Thoughts, for the Improvement or Enter- 
tainment of his Fellow Creatures, is no more than 
an empty Name. Nay it is worſe, if we admit 
your Manner of reaſoning, Sir, for it would tend 
more to perplex and to confound, than to enlighten 
and improve. 

To ſay, that I cannot join in publick Service, or 
in offering up my Prayers, with the Speaker to the 
Almighty, becauſe I muſt either in doing fo, go 
along with him in every Word that he utters, or 
wait 'till he hath finiſhed, and then give my Aſſent 
to the Whole; is reaſoning much of the ſame 
Strength, with that of the Philoſopher, who ridi- 
culoutly argued againſt Motion, nearly in the ſame 
Style—PFor, ſays he, if I move, it mult be either 
jn the Place where am, or where I am not, but 
«no Body can move in the Place where it is; for 
ce jf it is there, it does not come out of it; nor in 
the Place where it is not, for where it is not, it 
* cannot act.“ A cœtain Cynic, gravely anſwered, 
by turning upon his Heel, and walking to and fro 
through the Apartment. The E vidence of com- 
mon Senſe, Sir, is againſt your Argument. : 
Should a Minifter be told by one of his Pariſhi- 
oners, © Sir, it is to no Purpoſe for me to attend 
your publick Miniſtrations; I am in no Capa- 
6 city to improve by them; you ſpeak, it is true, 
and it may be rationally enough; but if I am to 
« receive Benefit by your Diſcourſes, my Mind 
* muſt either go along with every Word; or I muſt 
« examine every Sentence after it is ſpoken. The 
« firſt would be acting too implicitly; the latter 
is not in my Power; for before I have one Sen- 
„ tence half examined, you have well nigh finiſh« 
„ ed another, and the Mind of Man is not able to 
attend ſo many Things at once.“ —— Would 
this Reaſoning be admitted ? and can the Preacher 
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plead to be heard, and inſiſt upon it that he may 
be underſtood when delivering a Meſſage from 


God to Mien, and not when offering up Prayers 
for Men to God? Or ſhall the Laity be treated as 


_ Teaſonable Beings in the one Caſe, and diveſted 
of all Exerciſe of Reaſon and Judgment, in the 
other? This muſt be looked upon, by the un- 


prejudiced, as very unfair. | 

It may not be improper to obſerve further, upon 
this Argument, that St. Paul, in reaſoning againſt 
Prayers in an unknown Tongue, [I Cor. xiv.] goes 
upon this Suppoſition, that when a Man prays in 


a known Tongue, in the publick Aſſembly, it mar 


be to the Edification of the Hearers. But accord. 
ing to your Way of arguing, Sir, it would be to 
no Purpoſe for him to pray in publick at all though 
in a known Tongue, if it were not in a ſtated pre- 


ſcribed Form, ſince People could not be edified, 


or receive any Benefit from it. And yet I believe 
the greateſt Admirer of precompoſed preſcribed 


Forms, will ſcarce take upon him to affirm, that 


the Prayers, the Apoſtle there ſpeaks of, were of 
that kind. The AL 7 5 
As for Reflections upon thoſe who offer up our 
Prayers, that their Performances are corrupted 


* bythe contrary Petitions of contending Parties; 
mixed with the whimſical Opinions and perni- 


* cigns Principles of Libertines and Ehthullafts , 


rendered obſcure and contemptible by the Pe- 
% dantry and affected Learning of the younger, 
or by the Weakneſſes of the Mind and Body of 
the older, Miniſters ; mterlaid with ill-timed 
< Compliments to the Great, with Politicks and 
private Piques and Quarrels, Sc.“ | 


I Will venture to affirm, Sir, that thoſe who at- 


tend conſtantly upon publick Worthip, either in 
_Seatland, or among Proteſtant Dyſſenters-elſewhere, 
ko chat the” Accuſation advanced by you, as if 


the 


— 
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the Abuſes you mention were very frequent and 


even general, is abſolutely falſe. And I am ſorry 
to ſay it, you have ſhewn too little Regard to Truth 


or Decency to be believed upon your own Word. 


But 1 ſuppoſe you have been converſant in ſuch 
Authors as the Scotch Preſbyterian Elequence, whoſe 


Calumnies and Miſrepreſentations have been long 


ſince detected and expoſed. + There are thouſands 
of Witneſſes that the Prayers offered up in the 


publick Aſſemblies are generally ſuch as all Chri/- 


trans may join in, ſcriptural, grave, and decent. 
But there is this remarkable Difference between 
thoſe confined to Liturgies, and thoſe that are not 
ſo, that ifany Thing be wrong in a free unpreſerib- 


ed Prayer, it is eaſily amended, and the Miſchief 


cannot go very far or be long continued; but in a 


publick preſcribed Liturgy, if either improper Ex- 


preſſions, or falſe Doctrines, or ſuperſtitious and 

idolatrous Ways of Worſhip be introduced, they 

are bqund down both upon Miniſters and People, 
and continue perhaps, to future Ages. . 

* We need go no further for Inſtances of this, 

| | than 


3 I think it proper to give the Reader the following Quota- 


tion from Dr. Bright, Dean of St. A/aph, his Treatiſe on Prayer. 
Having ſpoken of publick Forms, he immediately adds, that 


ſometimes they may be compoſed and conſtituted in an igno- 
4 rant, hypocritical, prophane, cunningly tyrannical or ſenſu- 


4 * 


« al Age.” And then he obſerves that there are many 
«« Prayers conſtituted or allowed of, by that no leſs boafting 
« than corrupt Church of Rome, which in reſpeR of their ſalſe· 


4 hood or uncertainty, their trivialneſs or uſeleineſs, their Im- 


e pertinency, Diſorder, and Confuſion, a Man of ordinary 
„% Examination and de would diſdain to uſe him- Fo 
«« ſelf, or appoint for the Uſe of the meaneſt and moſt igno- 755 
« rant, and I think, ſays he, I could inſtance in ſome, as can - | 


« temptible as any Fanatical Mechanick among us hath blun+ 1 16 


« dered out extempore.“ He had before obſerved, as is wor- 
thy of our particular Notice, that whatever De fects are in 


| them, Publick Forms, not only of Prayers, but of all other = 
„ Things, will have theſe Deſects longer continued than ex+ 
*« tempore ones.” Dr. Bright's Treatiſe of Prayer, p. 67, 66. _— 


Lond. Ed. 1678. 
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than the Romiſo Church. Her Miſſals and Brevi- 
aries, and other Forms of Devotion, have been 
mainly inſtrumental in propagating and eſtabliſh- 
ing her falſe Doctrines, Tranſubſtantiation, Pur- 
gatory, &c: And her idolatrous and ſuperſtitious 
Worſhip, ſuch as that which is paid to Saints and 
Angels, to Images, and to the Croſs: And all the 
Inconveniencies that have ever ariſen from the 
Abuſe of what you call extempore Effuſions, have 
not done the thouſandth Part of the Miſchief in the 
Chriſtian Church, that theſe preſcribed Ziturgies 
have done. And as to Improprieties of Expreſ- 
ſion, if you, Mr. Black/mith, were as well acquaint- 
ed with this Controverſy, as I preſume you would 
be thought to be, you would know that ſeveral 
Improprieties have been obſerved even in that 
| 8 Liturgy, which probably you moſt admire. 
ut I ſpare the mention of them; for they that 
ſo freely cenſure others, have often very tender 
Ears when it comes to their own Caſe. 
lt is almoſt unneceſſary further to add that there 
are various Gifts and Men of different Parts, in 
all Chriſtian Communities; but it would be very 
cruel to load the Shoulders of the innocent, with 
the Faults or Failings of the Guilty. Should this 
unrighteous Manner of cenſuring and condemning 
All; for the Weakneſſes of a Few, take Place, what 
Church upon Earth could ſtand acquitted ? 
© Petitions unſeaſonable or improper may by ſome 
be offered up; but it gives all the real Friends of 
true Chriſtian Liberty no ſmall Conſolation, that 
they are neither neceſſitated by any preſcribed 
Form'to addreſs themſelves with Impropriety, nor 
to prefer Petitions quite contrary to the real Senti- 
ments of their Hearts, They are neither hinder- 
ed from what they ſhould ſay, nor obliged, by the 
Uſe of a defective Form, to ſpeak what they ſhould 
not ſay. e N 0 
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You alledge, Sir, that * all Dangers might be 
© prevented and all Deficiencies ſupplied by com - 
„ poling and eſtabliſhing a pious Form of 
4% Prayer. - But if it be true, what hath been 
proved, that unconſtrained free Prayer, is the moſt: 
natural, primitive and ſcriptural Manner of Ad- 
dreſs to our Maker; then to pray by Form, to 
avoid Improprieties, is the greateſt Blunder we 
could commit. 5 | Rs 

- Beſides, an unexceptionable Form of human 
Compoſure, hath never yet appeared in the Chri/« 
lian Church; and if any ſuch Thing ſhould appear, 
it would be no Security againſt Blunders. In our 
Neighbour Church, though many of their Prayers 
are the beſt that are extant in any publick eſtabliſn- 
ed Liturgy, yet there are ſome of them not without 
their Faults. ®* And in the reading of the very 
beſt, conſiderable Miſtakes have happened, and 
may every Day happen, owing to Inattention, or 
ſome worſe Cauſe. I could give undoubted In- 
ſtances to this Purpoſe, if I choſe to imitate, Sir, 
your gentee] Manner of Writing. * I} 

But what is ſtill more conſiderable, the compo- 
| ſing, eſtabliſhing and impoſing a Form of Prayer, 
though more unexceptionable than hath hitherto - 
appeared, would yet be an unjuſtifiable Infringe - 
__ © Biſhop Sz7/ling fleet, mentioning ſeveral Things in the Book 
of Common Prayer, excepted againſt by the Diſenters, candid- 
ly acknowledges, that if they were reviewed, explained or 


amended, it would be ſo far from being a Diſbonour to that 
Church, that ir might add to the Glory of it, | 


, . Stillingfleet's Preface to the unrealonableneſs of Separation. 
See alſo—Candid Dijquifitions, where many Things are laid 
before the Governors of the Church which well deſerve their 
ſerious Conſideration ; though the learned and candid Authors, 
ſome of whom are ſaid to be of eminent Note in the Church of 
England, inſtead of being attended to, have met with Oppoſi - 
tion and Reproach—And this is one Inftance among many that 
might be brought, to ſhew how difficult it is, when once a pub- 
lick Liturgy is eſtabliſhed by Authority, to get any Alterations 
made in it, however requifite, and only intended to render it 


- 


mote perfeQ and unexceptionable, 


ment 
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ment on the Liberty of Chriſtians. There is not 
one Text in all the Bible which impowers any Man, 
or Set of Men, to preſcribe to me the very Words 
which at all Times and in all Circumſtances, I am 
to offer up to God, The Apoſtles, though under 
the Conduct of the Divine Spirit, never attempt- 
ed ſuch a Thing, as hath been already proved. 
They offered up their Addreſſes, ſuitable to their 
own Conceptions. And ſince they have not pre- 
ſcribed to the Church, in this Inſtance, for unin- 

ſpired Men to do it, muſt, I think, border upon 
Preſumption. | 5 
If therefore, there neither is, nor can in Truth 
be, any ſuch Thing as a perfect invariable Form 
of human Compoſure; if ſuch a Form, could it be 
deviſed, would not prevent Miſtakes; but above 
all, if the impoſing it, would be inconſiſtent with 
the Rights of Chriſtians; there is no Reaſon why it 
ſhould be complied with: And the Remedy you 
propoſe, Sir, would be of more dangerous Conſe- 
quence than the Evil complained of. 

If it is alledged that, in the natural Order of 
Things, the Congregation ſhould firſt be ſatisfied, 
that the Prayers to be offered in their Name are 


FU proper and juſt, and ſuch as they can with Free- 


dom join in; otherwiſe they cannot pray in Faith. 

—] anſwer, that we are required to hear, as well 

as to pray in Faith; but according to this Way of 

Reaſoning, before a Sermon is delivered, it ſhould 

always undergo the previous Examination of thoſe 

that are to hear it, otherwiſe it cannot be profitable. 

If it be ſaid, that this is carrying the Matter too 

far; I anſwer, that the Underſtandings of Men are 

employed, and their rational Aſſent required, no 
more in the one Caſe than in the other. 

In ſupport of your Argument you ſay *, that 
2 ſhould the ableſt Member of the Houſe of Com- 
4 mons propoſe to offer an Addreſs to his Majeſty, 

* | : | c in 

* Blackſmith's Letter, page 23. 2 a0 
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te in the Name of the Houſe, without communi- 
« cating it to the Members, the Impropriety 
& would be immediately perceived.” I anſwer, 
that if a Member of any Community be properly 
authorized to officiate for that Community, either 
in Matters civil or ſacred, there 1s no Impropriety 
in his executing, to the beſt of his Ability, his 
Commiſſion. - ene 8. 1 . ' 
But I ſhall put the Caſe a little ſtronger, and 
more to the Purpoſe: Suppoſing a ſet of Men, 
whoſe Skill in Politicks was very deep, ſhould 
(without any Authority from the Sovereign for ſo 
doing) take upon them to draw a Form or 
Forms of Addreſs, which ſhould always he pre- 
ſented to Him in the ſame Words, let the Nature 
of Government, or the Exigencies of Corporations 
and Kingdoms vary as they pleaſe; would not the 
Impropriety then be very ſtriking? Would not 
the Impoſition be very glaring ? The meaneſt in- 
corporated Society, I dare ſay, would not willing- 
ly be fettered with this political Yok? ; eſpecially 


40 if the conſtituent Laws of the Kingdom did not 


- warrant ſuch Preſcriptions, but rather provided 
for the Contrary. 1 | 
You allow, Sir +4, that in extraordinary Caſes, 
as in War, Famine or Peſtilence, you might have 
added in Peace, Health, and Plenty, proper Forms 
may be provided. And we ſee that in the Church 
where Forms are authorized, they are in ſuch Caſes 
provided. Now, Sir, I beſeech you, be a righte- 
| ous Judge in this Matter: What do the People in 
eneral who upon publick Faſt or "Thankſgiving 
ays, offer up their Prayers or Praiſes ' by Form, 
know before hand of what ſhall be preſcribed them ? 
Some few perhaps in the Metropolis where they 
are publiſhed, may have examined and conſidered - 
before they joined in them; but in Country Places 
very few, but the Miniſters of Pariſhes, know any 
5 N Thing 
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Thing of them, till they hear them when they are 
offered, Yet would it not be very uncharitable to 
ſay, that thoſe who are not previouſly acquainted 
with them, or who have not maturely examined 
them, cannot with Propriety join in ſuch Ad- 
dreſſes? 

In Scripture we have frequent Inſtances of pub- 
lick Prayer; but that the 2 48 were unacquaint- 
ed with them, was not, neither can it be, a Pre- 
judice to true Devotion. I muſt beg Leave once 
more to refer to the Opinion of the worthy Pre- 
late ® before mentioned, upon this Head ; © where- 
as 'tis commonly obj&ted by ſome, that they 
« cannot ſo well join in an unknown Form (ſo he 
* calls free Prayer in reſpe& of thoſe that hear it) 
«with which they are not beforehand acquainted ; 
© IT anſwer, that's an inconſiderable Objection, 
t and does oppoſe all Kind of Forms that are not 
« publickly preſcribed, As a Man may in his 

* — unto any divine Truth deliver- 
<« ed ina Sermon which he never heard before, ſo 
«© may he join in his Affections to a Holy Deſire 
in a Prayer he never heard before, If he, who 
« is the Mouth of the Reſt, deliver through Im- 
* prudence, what we cannot approve of, God 
6 does not look upon it as our Prayer, if our De- 
«fires do not ſay AMEN to it,” The Senſe of 
this Good Man thus expreſſed, if ſeriouſly con- 
ſidered, Sir, will appear a ſufficient Anſwer to 
nme of pour Carls 

I ſhall obſerve further, that the Matter of Prayer 
is ſo very plain, as not to ſtand in need of that 
nice, minute Enquiry which you ſpeak of. The 
humble Criſlian who has made it the Buſineſs and 
Delight of his Soul to attend publick Worſhip, is 
not unacquainted with the proper Order and Me- 

thod, as well as with the Matter of Prayer. He 

- knoweth, for Inſtance, his Sins, Wants, and Mer- 
| | "_ | cles 
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cies, as ſoon as they are named; and though theſe 
Things are put into Words that he has not been 
accuſtomed to hear, yet this does not require any 
Time to deliberate whether the Confeſſions, Pe- 
titions, or Thankſgivings ſuited to the common 
Infirmities, Deſires, and Enjoyments of all, are 
proper to be offered N to the Almighty; he hear- 

tily joins in them, and reaps the Benefit. 
But his Comfort and Benefit are doubled, if he 
is ſo happy as to hear his own particular Caſe laid 
before the Almighty, which, perhaps, he had in 
Confidence unfolded to his Miniſter earneſtly re- 
queſting his Prayers and thoſe of the Church up- 
on it; or which he, whoſe Buſineſs it is to watch 
over the Flock, had by ſome other Means attained 
to the Knowledge of. A Privilege and Pleaſure 
this, from which, by ſtated Forms, he muſt have 
been for ever excluded. OR 

Your Argument is ſtill further urged by alledg- 
ing“, that © if Forms are unlawful we are unlaw- 


« fully. baptized, for that is done by a Form.— — 


« We adminiſter the Lord's Supper in an unlaw- 
« ful Manner, for we do it by a Form, I mean the 
c Words of the firſt Inſtitution : We are diſmiſſed 
e every Lord's Day with an unlawful Bleſſing; for 


o 
cc 


* 


tles conclude their Epiſtles is always uſed upon 
* that Occaſion, Further, if Forms of Prayer be 


“not acceptable to God, and an uſeful way of 


„ Worſhip for ourſelves, we groſly offend every 
Time that we meet in Church; for it is impoſſi- 
ble to ſing eighteen or twenty Lines of a Pſalm, 
but we offer ſome important petition by a Form.“ 
II anſwer, that for all theſe Matters we have 
divine Authority and Example. And no Conclu- 
ſion can be drawn from thoſe Parts of our ſolemn 
public Services, thus warranted, to enforce Forms 


„ Blackſmith's Letter, p. 62, 63. 


ong of the Solemn Forms with which the Apoſ- 


which | 


* * LY 
—_ : * N : 
— . ˙ ̃ —˙dd1—— I By n * 


2 
RES 
= _ 


} 


54 ANSWER TO THE 
which are deſtitute of ſuch Warrant or Authority. 
Otherwiſe all the Ave Marias, Beads, and Trum- 
pery of the Church of Rome, may plead for Ad- 

miſſion upon the ſame Footing, and with equal 
ſhew of Reaſon. 65 
- You alledge further“, that if our Laiety pray 
t in the ſame Words of the Miniſter, they are as 
« much confined to a Form as any other People; 
te for if the Miniſter ſays, Moſt gracious God, for- 
« give us our Sins, preſerve us from Danger, and pro- 
« vide for our Neceſſities : if the People repeat theſe 
« Words, either in their Minds or with their 
« Mouths, or both, it is evident that they pray 
& as much by a Form, as if the Prayer had been 
« compoſed a thouſand years ago.“ — But, Sir, 
can that be a Form to any, which is not ſo in itſelf, 
nor to him that pronounces it? Let any Man of 
common Senſe aſk himſelf, what is meant by a 
Form? Whether it does not include in it the con- 
ſtant Uſe of the ſame Method, Manner and Words; 
and then this Quibble of your's, will appear very 
vain and frivolous. 8 5 

If it be found that any Miniſter, as far as your 
Cenſure reaches, ſatisſies himſelf with a Form, 
let it be remembered that this Form is not im 
poſed upon other Churches; and even, among 
thoſe where it is uſed, it is ſubject to the ſame 
Diſguſt which thoſe human Compoſures give, that 
are over and over repeated. This would not be 


have as good a Right to look for Variety, and to 
expect to meet with Men of Parts, among thoſe 

that are or ſacred Character. For my own Part, I 
ſhall honeſtly declare-it as my private Opinion, 
that ſuch as are incapable of uſing free Prayer, 
without apparent hazard of rendering it contemp- 
y bps | | | tible 
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tible by their indecent Manner of performing it, 
ſhould not be admitted to the Miniſtry. 

Thus, Sir, in the Spirit of the Goſpel, it will 
appear, I hope, that all your Objections againſt 
the Modes of Preſbyterian Church Worſhip as 
far as they but ſeemed to have the Face of Rea- 


ſon, are fully anſwered, —— And therefore, after 
aſſuring you, that this Labour was undertaken 
from no ſiniſter or unchriſtian Motives, but purely 
with an Intention to juſtify Practices which are 
agreeable to Scripture and the beft Antiquity, and 


to preſerve the Ignorant or Careleſs, from the per- 


nicious Effects of groundleſs Prejudices, I ſhall 
bid you (as is not unuſual with thoſe who have 
been gombating each other) a friendly Adieu. 


THE END. 
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